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THE PREFACE. 


3 2448] MAN of my readers, to whom 
Baron Swedenborg and his religion are but 
little known, will perhaps wonder what it 
was that drew my attention to them. Te 
was the forming of a church, and the build- 
ing of a very clegant place of worſhip, for 

perſons. of this perſuaſion at Birmingham, 
and my acquaintance with the miniſters and 
leading members of the church. To a chriſ- 
tian every thing relating to chriſtianity will 
be more or leſs intereſting; and ſo ſtriking 
a variety in the modes of chriſtian faith and 
practice as this, together with the evident 
good fenfe, and good conduct, of all that I 
was acquainted with of this em, drew 
mmm 5 
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They were fo obliging as to ſupply me 
with as many of the writings of Mr. Sweden- 
borg as I wiſhed to ſee. I read them with 
care, and the conſequence was theſe Letters, 
addreſſed to the members of the New Feru- 
falem Church, as they call themſelves. Liv- 
ing in friendſhip with them, I had made an 
appointment to read the Letters in manu- 
ſcript to the miniſter, and the heads of the 
ſociety, on Friday the 1 5th of July. But the 
night before this, the zealots of the church 
of England, when I had no ſuſpicion of any 
outrage of the kind, demoliſhed my houſe, 
library, apparatus, and every thing that they 
could lay hold of belonging to me, and 
would, I now believe, have deſtroyed myſelf 
if ney had got me in their power. | 


The fair copy of theſe nen, which 
was to have been delivered to the printer on 
the Monday following, was deſtroyed, toge- 
ther with my other manuſcripts, But I 
happened to have taken a copy of them in 
their firſt and more imperfect ſtate, by 
Meſſrs. Boulton and Watt's machine, and 
| * copy was 1n the hands of a friend. 
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Being in London preſently after this, 
and having nothing elſe to do, having no 


laboratory to work in, and incapable of be- 


ing wholly idle; beſides writing An Appeal 


to the Public on the Subject of the Riots in Bir- 


mingham, which will appear in due time, 1 
employed myſelf in tranſcribing theſe Let- 
ters, and recompoſing, as well as I could, the 
parts of which I had no copy; Mr. Hind- 
marſh, the printer of Baron Swedenborg's 


writings, obligingly ſupplying me with 


books for that purpoſe. I had defired my 

friends in Birmingham, who collected the 
remains of my Library, to ſend me every 
book they could find relating to the Sweden- 


borgians. But of a great number of volumes, 


nothing of any conſequence was found, ex- 
cept what was torn in a ſhocking manner, 
ſo that no uſe could be made of them. Such 


has been the triumph of bigotry and party 
ſpirit. 


I cannot help obſerving on this occa- 
fion, as on a thouſand others, how much 


the leaſt cauſe of reſentment tends to ſtifle 
every emotion of ſympathy. and compaſſion. . | 
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"Had any perſon whatever ſpent a great 
part of his life in the merely innocent em- 
ployment of collecting medals, watching with 
the utmoſt anxiety every opportunity of com- 
pleting his ſuite; had another given the ſame 
time to a collection of ſhells, foſſils, prints, 
or books of any particular claſs, without 
any farther view than that of amuſing him- 
{elf and his friends; and any of his neigh- 
bours, who knew in what manner, and how 
long, he had been employed, have come and 
deſtroyed the labours of his life in an hour, 
there are few perſons, I believe, who would 
not have felt for the injury: For every 
man's labours are of value to himſelf; and 
every man has a natural right to enjoy the 
fruit of his labours, provided they do not 
interfere with the enjoyments of others, 
An injury of this kind would be conſidered 
as an injury done to ſociety itſelf, which 
engages for the protection of every indivi- 
dual in the quiet enjoyment of his innocent 
gratifications and purſuits, whatever they 
be. Every perſon would make the caſe his 
own, and have conſidered what he himſelf 
would have felt, not after having ſpent his 

| | | life 
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life in the ſame purſuits, becauſe for them 
he might have had no particular taſte, but 
in any purſuit equally pleaſing to him, and 
would have reſented the injury with: 1 
greateſt ſenſibility. 


Had this perſon's e been of ac- 
knowledged utility to the public, and in 
the eye of the world done credit to his 
country, and to his age; had they been the 
labours of a Boyle, a Newton, or a Franklin, 
or thoſe of a Pope, an Addiſon, or a Locke, 
that had been thus wantonly and malici- 
ouſly deſtroyed, all the world in a manner, 
and his country in particular, would have 
taken fire at the injury, and have Wers 
no puniſhment too great for it. 


But let politics, or religion, be concerned; 
let the curious collector, the naturaliſt, the 
poet, or the philoſopher, be ſuſpected to be 
of an unpopular party in either, and the 
very circumſtance that would have filled 
his countrymen with compaſſion for him, 
and with rage againſt his plunderers, would 
| make many rejoice in the miſchief ; and 
A 4 with- 
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without the leaſt regard to rhe innocence, 
or public merit, of his purſuits, they would 
receive a gratification from the 1dea of their 
hereby having it in their power to give 
him and his friends the more ſenſible pain. 
Nay, provided they conceived that any ad- 
vantage would accrue from it to their party, 
they would take a ſavage pleaſure in de- 
ſtroying him, and his labours together. 


Such has been the ſcene exhibited at 
Birmingham, and I wiſh it may prove an 
inſtructive leſſon to mankind. I do not ſay 
what I have been, or what I have done. 
But had I been a Boyle, a Newton, or a 
Franklin, or had I had ten times the merit 
of each, or of all of them, I am confident, 
from what I have heard and obſerved, that 
this circumſtance would only have been 
an excitement to my enemies to the miſ- 
chief they have done me. The higher 1 
had ſtood in the good opinion of my 
friends, or of the public, the greater plea- 
fure would they * taken in — me 
down. | 


This 
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This has, moreover, been done by per- 
ſons who do not want private virtue, by 
perſons of honour, juſtice, and feeling in 
common life; and who, if I had not been 
obnoxious to them on account of my epi- 
nions, would have relieved me in diſtreſs, 
and have done me any kindneſs in their 
power; nay who, if they had had any know- 
ledge of literature or ſcience, might per- 
haps have been proud of having me for a 
townſman and acquaintance, and have ta- 
ken a pleaſure in ſhewing —_ the Pics, 
where I lived. 


Had I been a clergyman of the church 
of England, of little or no reputation, and 
the injury been done by Diſſenters, no pu- 
niſhment would have been thought ſuffi- 
cient for the perpetrators of ſo much wick- 
edneſs, and, in the eyes of the nation, the 
whole ſe& would have been thought de- 
ſerving of extirpation. Like the death of 
Charles I. the guilt of it would have been 
entailed upon our lateſt poſterity. 


I was 
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I I was: forcibly ſtruck with this idea on 
ſeeing a moſt ingenious imitation of plants 
in paper, cut and painted ſo like to nature, 
that, at a very ſmall diſtance, no eye could 
have perceived the difference ; and by this 
means they were capable of being preſerved 
from the attacks of inſects, ſo as to be greatly 
preferable to any hortus ficcus. It appeared 
to me that weeks, and in ſome caſes months, 
muſt have been employed on ſome ſingle 
plants, ſo exquiſitely were they finiſhed. 


What would this ingenious and deſerving 
young lady have felt, how would her tamily 
and friends, how would all botaniſts, though 
they ſhould only have heard of the inge- 
nious contrivance, and the labour and time 
ſhe had ſpent upon her plants; nay, how 
would the country in general have been . 
filled with indignation, had any envious fe- 
male neighbour come by force, or ſtealth, 
and thrown all her flowers into the fire, and 
thus deſtroyed all the fruits of her ingenuity, 


and patient working for years, in a ſingle _ 


moment. And yet all this, excellent as it 
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was, might with certainty have been done 
again, and perhaps in an improved manner. 
If this particular lady had not had time, or 
inclination, to do the ſame work over again, 
ſhe might have inſtructed others, and pre- 
cautions might have been taken to prevent 
ſuch a misfortune again. 


But the havoc that was made in almoſt 
as ſhort a, ſpace of time in my library and 
laboratory, neither myſelf or any body elſe 
can repair; and yet thouſands, and ten 
thouſands, I have no doubt, are ſo far from 
feeling any ſympathy with me, or my 
friends, on the occaſion, that they rejoice in 
it, and would rejoice the more in proportion 
as the irreparable miſchief had been greater. 


If the ſame. malicious female ſhould not 
only have thrown this lady's flowers into the 
fire, but ranſacked her apartments, and, get- 
ting poſſeſſion of all her private letters, have 
amuſed herſelf with reading them, and pub- 
liſhed them in all the - neighbourhood, in 
order to do her all the injury in her. power, 
would not the crime be thought worthy of 

the 
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the ſevereſt puniſhment, as a violent breach 
of all the bonds of ſociety? And yet in my 
caſe, this very outrage has been committed 
without any ſenſe of guilt in the perpetra- 
tors, or the by-ſtanders of the ſame party. 
Such is the baneful influence of party ſpirit. 


To return to the proper ſubject of this 
Preface, for my departure from which, my 
peculiar circumſtances muſt be my apology. 
To many perſons it will appear not a little 

extraordinary, that a ſcheme of religion ſo 
viſionary, and ſo deſtitute of all rational 
evidence, as that of Baron Swedenborg, 
ſhould be ſo firmly believed by ſuch num- 
bers of perſons of unqueſtionable good ſenſe, 
and the moſt upright intentions ; and ſome 
may be diſpoſed to ſay that chriſtianity itſelf 
might have had no better an origin. 


There is nothing, however, ſo impro- 
bable in itſelf, but what perſons of a certain 
turn of mind, may not be pre-diſpoſed to 
believe. And they who already believe the 
_ inſpiration 
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inſpiration of ſome perſons, will eaſily ad- 
mit that of others, who, in their idea, carry 
on the ſame ſcheme, or one ſimilar ta it. 
Thus the miracles of the popiſh ſaints were 
received without much difficulty, after thoſe 
of the apoſtles and primitive chriſtians. 


Any perſon of oath e _e 
not apparently inſane, gravely and repeatedly 
aſſerting his inſpiration, and his intercourſe 
with God or angels, and advancing nothing 
contrary, or ſuppoſed to be contrary, to what 
other acknowledged prophets had: advanced 
before him, will be believed by ſome; and the 
credit of theſe may in time be the means of 
' procuring him credit with others. And thus 
it appears to me, that credit was acquired 
to the pretenſions of Mahomet, and has been 
to thoſe of Baron Swedenborg ; while the 
military exploits of the former, who appeal- 

ed to God on all occaſions, and admitted the 
inſpiration of Moſes and of Chriſt, would 
lead numbers to conclude that God was 
really with him, and conſequently that his 
pretenſions were well-founded. '; Alſo, in 
the ſhockingly corrupted ſtate of chriſti- 
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anity in the ſeventh century, Mahometaniſm 
would appear a more rational e than 
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it. 


But when there is no appeal to acts, 
which any perſon may examine, ſuch as 
miracles, obvious to the ſenſes, men of leſs 

imagination, and more judgment, will heſi- 
tate, and converts will be made very ſlowly. 
This was the caſe at firſt with Mahomet, 
and much more fo with Swedenborg, whoſe 
infpiration, as he pretended, commenced in 
a 8 1743, and new: died in 277%. 
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1 own eee e e 
ſtrength of faith in Baron Swedenborg's 
followers, when I find that they do not pre- 
tend that any other perſon has had ſimilar 
communications with God and the invifible 
world, in confirmation of his. We read 
that in the mouth of #v or three witneſſes 
Mall every word be eſtabliſhed: But with 
theſe perſons one witneſs is deemed ſufficient, 
and ' this in a buſineſs of. infinitely more 
moment than thoſe in which at leaſt #0 
Were required. — and workers of 
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miracles, in confirmation of the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian difpenſations, | were. n 


numerous. 


One of the oldeſt things that I aiſtin&tly 
remember (for I was then only ten or twelve 
years of age) was a Quaker going about the 
country, and gwing an account of a trance 
he was thrown into, in which he had a fight 
of heaven and hell. I do not remember much 
of the viſion at preſent, though it made a 
great impreſſion on my mind at the time; 
but it was intirely unhke any of the ur- 
MORABLE- RELATIONS“ of Baron Sweden- 
borg. The Quaker, however, was as ſerious 
and as good a man as the Baron could be, 


ad ant 14 fraud. 


Now, vice iu rien ing . or ra- 
ther dream againſt dream, and which of theſe 
are we to believe? I ſeriouſly believed the 
Quaker at the time, and ſo did many others. 
But he is now forgotterr; There was a 


* By this term 1 3 diſtinguiſhes his 
accounts of the intercourſes he had with n &c. in che 
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want of concurrent evidence, the conſideration 
of which will in time affect the credibility of 
any ſingle teſtimony, in thin gs of much 
conſequence. Reaſoning requires no ſup- 
port. from teſtimony, but, with * of 
— facts always do. 


Baron Swedenborg, whoſe ſyſtem of 1 re- 
Bien 3 1s diſcuſſed in theſe Letters, was the 
ſon of a biſhop of Weſt Gothia, in Sweden, 
and was born in 1689. He had a liberal 
education, and by Charles XII. was made 


aſleſſor of the metallic college, and being 


ennobled in 1719, he took his ſeat in the 
5 n of the ſtates. NN 


ah a hiloGntaris and 1 metellurgiſt he 
diſtinguiſned himſelf by ſeveral learned 
works. But of theſe he made little account 


after the year 1743, when he aſſumed a 


higber character, of which he ſpeaks as fol- 
lows. Whatever of worldly honour and 
advantage may appear to be in the things 
% above mentioned, I hold them but as 
ce matters of low eſtimation, when com- 
< pared to the honour of that holy office to 

« which the Lord himſelf hath called me, 
who 
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te who was graciouſly pleaſed to manifeſt 
© himſelf to me his unworthy ſervant, in 
<« a perſonal appearance, in the year 1743, 
* to open in me a fight of the Spiritual 
« World, and to enable me to converſe with 
* Spirits and Angels, and this privilege has 
e continued with me to this day. From 
<« that time I began to print and publiſh . 
« yarious unknown Arcana, which have 
ce been either ſeen by me or revealed to me, 
ce concerning Heaven and Hell, the ſtate of 
men after death, the true worſhip of God. 
« the ſpiritual ſenſe of the Scriptures, and 
* many other important truths tending to 
ce ſalvation and true wiſdom.” Short Ae- 


count of his Life, P- 6. 


From this time he devoted himſelf 
wholly to theology, and the eſtabliſhment 
of his new Church, ſpending much of his 
time abroad, eſpecially in London and Am- 
ſterdam, where, at a geat expence, all his 
' theological works were printed. He died 
in London, March 29, 1772. 


» Though 
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Though Baron Swedenborg was much 
eſteemed at the court of Sweden, and by 
many perſons of conſiderable diſtinction in 
his time, it does not appear that his books 
were much read, or that his diſciples were 
numerous, till after his death. But it is 
ſaid in the Short Account of his Life, p. 42, 
that. his theological writings are now 
«© much ſought after and held in high eſ- 
«© teem by many, not only in England, 
c Scotland, and Ireland, but alſo in France, 
« Germany, Holland, Sweden, Ruſſia, Po- 
<« land, Turkey, and even in the Eaſt: and 
« Weſt Indies, and North and South Ame- 
rica; that in moſt of theſe places ſocieties 
are already formed for propagating the 
© heavenly doctrines of the New Jeruſalem 
* Church; and. that in ſeveral kingdoms of 
Europe men of talents and repute have 
< aſſociated: together for the | purpoſe of 
« tranſlating and publiſhing the author's 
<« works in various languages, for the bene- 
IK "0 of e in * yr 


In order to give my 3 a a clear "FM | 
of * of Baron Swodenborg, I ſhall - 


cloſe 


Le 
cloſe this Preface with a liſt of them, 1 
ſome others relating to them, as printed 
by Mr. Hindmarſh, No. 32, Clerkenwell 
Cloſe, London, with the prices annexed. | 
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TO 


THE MEMBERS 
or 


The Mew Jeruſles Church. 


LETT E EL 
Concerning the Tenets of the New Feruſalem Church: 


MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 3 . 


Ir is with peculiar pleaſure that I addreſs 
any claſs of perſons by this appellation, and I am 
happy to obſerve that you value chriſtianity as 

much as I do; having given an inconteſtible proof 
of your attachment to it, by the expence you are at 
in ſupporting your mode of worſhip. This zeal 
does you the greateſt honour, as does the frankneſs 
with which you avow your principles, oppoſite as 
they are to thoſe which generally prevail in the 
chriſtian world. You are as ſenſible as I myſelf 
am of the many corruptions which have been in- 
troduced into chriſtianity, which have ſo much diſ- 
figured it, that 1 it can hardly be known ; ſo that the 
B world 
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world requires to be in a manner re-chriſtianized. 

We alſo aſſign the ſame ſource to theſe corrup- 
tions, viz. falſe philoſophy, and the interference of 
the civil powers in matters of religion. We are 
even agreed with reſpect to many of the moſt im- 
portant particulars of the corruptions of chriſtian 


doctrine. 


We view with equal horror the doctrine of the 
trinity, conſiſting of three perſons in one God, as 
equally abſurd and blaſphemous ; conſtituting, in 
fact, three gods, For ſuch you agree with me in 
thinking that three perſons, each poſſeſſed of every 
attribute of divinity, muſt neceſſarily be, and that 
this doctrine is as contrary to the uniform ſenſe. 
of ſcripture, as it is repugnant to reaſon and the 
plaineſt common ſenſe, though ſanctioned by the 
moſt ſolemn decrees of councils from that of Nice 
to that of Trent, and by the united force of all the 
civil powers, in moſt unnatural alliance with the 


| church of . 


We alſo agree in reprobating the whole ſyſtem 
which has now obtained the name of calviniſin, 
though it originated wich Auſtin, and has been intro- 
duced into all the eſtabliſned creeds; a ſyſtem which 
repreſents the whole human race as ſo fatally injured 
by the ſin of Adam, that they retain no natural 
power of doing the will of God; ſo that had none 
of them been exempted from the ſentence of con- 
demnation by an arbitrary decree, they muſt all 
have been doomed to (he _ of hell for ever; 

EA a — F 
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a ſyſtem which teaches us that, in order to effect 
the redemption of a few, God was under a neceſ- 
ſity of reverſing the known maxims of his con- 
duct, in puniſhing the innocent inſtead of the 
guilty ; changing his character of gracious and mer- 
ciful, into that of an inexorable tyrant; granting 
nothing to the moſt unfeigned repentance, but ex- 
acting the uttermoſt that was due to his juſtice, 
and that from a divine perſon fully equal to him- 
ſelf; nothing leſs than this being deemed equiva- 
lent to the magnitude of the offence: whereas it 1s 
juſtly obſerved by Mr. Swedenborg, in his Doctrine 
concerning the Lord, p. 95, there is nothing of vin- 
cc dictive juſtice in God.“ 


We agree, then, in the important belief of one 
Gad, and of one perſon in the godhead, in the moral 
excellence of his character, and in the mild and 
equitable maxims of his government. We equally 
conſider him as the gracious father of all man- 
kind, having compaſſion upon men in that ſtate 
of ſin and miſery, into which, by the abuſe of their 
natural liberty, they had involved themſelves, and 
excepting none but the voluntary and * 
| wicked from the offers of his mercy. 


Holding theſe rational ſentiments, I cannot 
help expreſſing ſome ſurprize that you ſhould be fo 
uncharitable as you are, admitting into heaven none 
but thoſe who think as you do with reſpect to the 
perſon of Chriſt. © Noone,” ſays Mr. Swedenborg, 
ibid. 252 230, ce can be admitted into heaven who 

''B 2 ce thinks 
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ce thinks of there being three Gods, howſoever he 

© may ſay with his lips there is but one. For the 

ce life of the whole heaven, and all the wiſdom of an- 

ce gels, is founded on the acknowledgment, and con- 
« ſequent confeſſion, of one God, and on the faith that 

< this one God is alſo man, and that he is the Lord 

ce who is at once both God and man.” In his Vi verſal 
Theology, vol. ii. p. 424, he expreſsly ſays concern- 

ing the Socinians, that ** they are caſt down into 
cc hell, ſince they approach God the Father alone.” 
The ſame he aſſerts of the Arians for © denying the 
cc divinity of the Lord's humanity.” 


| As you admit the divine illumination of Mr. 
Swedenborg, there is, I fear, no proſpect of your 
becoming more charitable. For if you ſuppoſe - 
him to have been in an error in ſome things, eſpe- 
_ cially thoſe which he ſaw and learned in the ſpi- 
ritual world, you may think him liable to miſtake 
in any thing; and then the whole foundation of 
your new church fails. I wiſh, therefore, to reaſon 
with you on this foundation of your faith. But 1 
muſt firſt deſcribe what appears to me to be the 
general outline of it, that we may. conſider the 
ſcheme in its whole extent, and thereby form ſome 
| I of the evidence i it NO | 


the Jofrine of one Cad, you maintain 
that this one God is no other than Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that he always exiſted in a human form; that 
for the ſake of redeeming the world, he took upon 


himſelf a proper human or e body, but not 
a human 
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a human ſoul, that this redemption conſiſts in 
bringing the hells, or evil ſpirits, into ſubjection, 
and the heavens into order and regulation, and 
thereby preparing the way for a new ſpiritual 
church; that without ſuch redemption no man 
could be ſaved, nor could the angels retain their 
ſtate of integrity; that their redemption was ef- 
fected by means of trials, temptations, or conflicts 
with evil ſpirits; and that the laſt of them, by 
which Chriſt glorified his humanity, perfecting the 
union of his divine with his n . = wie 
Fan of then. ttm 223-4 2 


Though you maintain that there is but one 
God, and one divine perſon, you hold that in this 
perſon there is a real trinity; conſiſting of the divi- 
nity; the humanity, and the operation of them both 
in the Lord Jeſus; a trinity which did not exiſt 
from all eternity, _ mene at er incar- 
nation. 5 2 pt St 


| You We that the ſcriptures at are to be inter- 
preted not only in a literal but in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
not known to the world till it was revealed to Mr. 
Swedenborg, and that this ſpiritual ſenſe” extends 
to n _ of e ®, | N 


* Mr. Swedenborg Fe REY; _ ts the A#s of the Ae 
and the Apoflolic Epifiles, though for reaſons that do not Ke 

factory to me, ſince, to all appearance, they are as ca of — 
dary ſenſes as the books of Kings and Chronicles in the Old Teſta- 
ment. See this diſcuſſed in the New Magazine of Knowledge cou- 
"— Heaven and _—_ vol. i. p· 254. 
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Tou believe that there are angels attending 


upon men, refiding, as Mr. Swedenborg ſays, in 


their affections ; that temptation conſiſts in a ſtrug- 
gle between good and bad angels within men, 
and that by this means God aſſiſts men in theſe 
temptations, fince of themſelves they could do no- 
thing. Indeed, Mr. Swedenborg maintains that 
there is an univerſal influx from God into the fouls 
of men, inſpiring them eſpecially with the belief of 


the divine unity. This efflux of divine light on 


the ſpiritual world, he compares to the efflux of the 


- baht from the ſun in the natural world. 


There are, "I Mr. Swedenborg, two worlds, 

the natural and the ſpiritual, entirely diſtinct, though 
perfectly correſponding. to each other; that at 
death a man enters into the ſpiritual world, when 
his ſoul is clothed with a body, which he terms ſub- 


AHantial, in oppoſition to the preſent material body, 


which he ſays is never to riſe out of the grave. 


e After death,” he ſays, that «© a man is ſo little 


1 changed, that he even does not know but he is 
7 kving in the preſent world, that he eats and 
«drinks, and even enjoys conjugal delight as in 
«this. world, that the reſemblance between the 
ce two worlds is ſo great, that in the ſpiritual world 
< there are cities, with palaces, and houſes, and 
ce alſo writings and books, employments and mer- 
«'chandizes; that there is gold, filver, and pre- 
cc cious ſtones there. In a word,” he fays, © there 
« js in the fpiritual world, all and every thing that 
Fc there 1 is in the natural world, but that in heaven 
« ſuch 


te ſuch things are in an infinitely more perfect 
ce ſtate.” Univerſal Theology, No. 734. Into this 
ſpiritual world, Mr. Swedenborg fays, that he, 
though living in this, was admitted, ſo that he 
converſed with Luther, Malancthon, and n, 
other perſons, as well a as with angels. 


You believe that the coming of Chriſt to judge 
the world, and to enter upon his kingdom, 1s not 
to be underſtood of a perſonal deſcent from heaven 
into this material world, but that they relate to the 
ſpiritual world only. That the laſt judgment took 
place in the year 1757, and that the ſpiritual king- 
dom of Chriſt, by which you underſtand the riſe 
and ſpread of your new doctrine, commenced on the 
19th day of June, 1770. This kingdom of Chriſt, 
and conſequently your doctrine, you believe is 


ſpeedily: to prevail over OY en 
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| LETTER II. 
of the en. of Mr. Saudade 


My FELLOW CHRISTIANS, | 


TI E ſyſtem exhibited i in the peeing 
Litinr muſt be acknowledged to be new, and very 
extraordinary, differing materially from the faith 
of every other denomination of chriſtians, and there- 
fore the evidence of its truth ought to be propor- 
tionably ſtrong. For, in all caſes, the more extra- 
ordinary any relation appears, the ſtronger is the 
evidence that we require for it. I ſhall there- 
fore take the liberty to aſk, on what authority you 
receive Mr. Swedenborg as a prophet, or one who 


had communication with * in the inviſible 


world. 


You cannot be ignorant that the ey proper 
evidence of a divine commiſſion is doing ſomething 


that God alone could enable a man to do. When 


Moſes was appointed by God to carry a meſſage to 
his nation, and to the king of Egypt, he naturally 
ſaid, Exod. iv. 1. But behold they will not believe 
me, nor hearken unto my voice ; for they will ſay the 
Lord hath not appeared unto thee. In anſwer to this, 
God bade him throw down the rod that was in his 


hand, when it was inſtantly changed into a ſerpent, 
| | : and 


= 
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and he was ordered to ſhew the ſame ſign to his 
countrymen and to Pharaoh, v. 5. that they may 
believe that the Lord God of their Fo the God of 
Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob bat" appeared unto" thee. 
Accordingly he did exhibit that ſign, and by this 
means fatisfied them that God had ſent him. Allo 
when Moſes informs the people, Deut. xvii. 18, 


that God would ſend them prophets like unto bum. 


ſelf,” he tells them that they might diſtinguiſh the 


true prophets from pretended ones by their fore- 


telling things to come, which was ee ba. _—e 


was above the 3 W man. 


Die 8 Saviour did” not > iglatioy to * believed 
upon his own word, when he declared that God 
had ſent him; but ſaid, John v. 36, the works 
which the | father has given me to finiſh; the "ſame 
works that I do bear witneſs of me, that the father 
hath ſent me; and we find that this was the circum- 
ſtance that convinced the Jews that he was a real 
prophet. Rabbi, ſays Nicodemus to him, John iii. 2, 
we know that thou art a teacher: come from God; fur 
no man can do theſe miracles which" thou doeſt' except 
God be with him. Alſo the two diſciples walking 
to Emmaus faid of Jeſus, Acts xxiv. 19, that be 
was a prophet mighty in deed,” as well as in word, 
before God and all the people. Had he done nothing 


more than another man could have done, he might 


have been a good man, but he would have en 
n E of his OW a moet oy Tu 


Do 
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Do we not object to the divine miſſion of 
Mahomet, that he worked no miracles, that all 
that he pretended to of this kind was the com- 
poſition of the Koran, which he ſaid was diftated 
to him by the angel Gabriel. But as he gave no 
proof of this; as no perſon even ſaw the angel 
Gabriel dictating to him, or in conference with 
him, and we do not think the compoſition of the 
Koran to be above the ordinary capacity of man, 
we give him no credit for his mere aſſertion. 
Beſides, neither the truth of the divine miſſion of 
Moſes, nor that of Chriſt, depended on the miracles 
of one man, but on thoſe of many, in conjunction 
and fucceſſion. In the Old Teſtament we read of 
numbers of prophets from Moſes to Malachi, 
moſt of whom either worked what we uſually call 
miracles, or foretold future events, which is exactly 
of the ſame nature, being equally within the pro- 
vince of God alone. As to the truth of the chriſtian 

diſpenſation, it was confirmed not only by the 
numerous miracles and reſurrection of Chriſt, but 
by the miracles of the apoſtles, and many others, 
aſter him, ſo that the age of . eee * 
* . He with that e e 


We ould: naturally. Cd FOR OR 
anccher entirely new diſpenſation, ſo different from 
all the former as that of Mr. Swedenborg muſt be 
confidered, and yet ſo ftriftly, as you believe; 
correſponding to them, ſhould be confirmed by 
miracles, as the e diſpenſations were, and 
/ - by 
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by. miracles equally numerous and ſtriking; and 
that one divine meſſenger alone would not be ſuffi. - 
cient for the purpoſe. To ſay that though the former 
diſpenſations of religion required to be eſtabliſhed 
by miracles, this new one, the laſt and moſt mag- 
nificent of them all, and which is to continue for 
ever, requires none, is no better than ſaying that 
though a cottage may require to ſtand upon a rock, 
a palace, or a temple, like that of Solomon, may 
be built upon the land, or a wann 0 8 n 
dation at Lall. 015 


70 come * God „ 
a very ſerious and important thing, for which no 
man however excellent, hath any right to expect 
that his own word only ſhould be taken. This is 
more than was claimed either by Moſes, or by 
Chriſt; and why ſhould ſo great a privilege: be 
allowed to any other perſon ? It is very poſſible a 
pious and good man, of a warm imagination, may 
fancy that he has communications with God; but 
he may deceive himſelf, eſpecially if his ſuppoſed 
intercourſe with God and the inviſible world Was 
by night. In this caſe ſuch a perſon ſeeing an angel 
in à dream is nothing more than his dreaming be 
ſaw an angel; and it is well known that ſome 
perſons are ſubje& to reveries by day, exactly 
ſimilar. to dreams by night. Now I do not find 
that your - pretended prophet, an excellent and 
good man as I willingly allow him to have been, 
ever wrought a miracle, or foretold any «future 
event, as a proof of his extraordinary pretenſions, 
pete] | and 
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and his writings appear to me to be nothing more 
than ſuch as an ingenious and laborious man, of a 
VV 2 


de Swedenborg himſelf, J find, was very 
wap aware of this objeCtion to his pretenſions. In 
one of the converſations he had in the ſpiritual 
world, he ſays that it was made to him. Do 
e miracles, ſay, thoſe with whom he was converſing, 
© and we will believe.” The reply that he makes 
to theſe objectors is, that very probably they would 
not be convinced by miracles, but reſemble the 
Iſraelites, who worſhipped the golden calf, preſently 
after they had been witneſſes to the extraordinary 
ſcene from Mount Sinai; and at that inſtant he 
ſays he heard a voice from heaven ſaying to the 
objectors, If ye believe not Moſes and the pro- 
< phets, that is the word of the Lord, neither will 
cc ye be convinced by miracles, any more than the 
< poſterity of Jacob were in the wilderneſs or when 

they ſaw with their eyes the miracles which the 
Lord did during his abode on earth. "hinges | 
begs vol. ii. * 463. Gat. of FH 


Another * which at the fas time 1 gave 

5 for his not being impowered to work miracles was, 
that, © they carry: compulſion with them, and take 
© away a man's free will in ſpiritual matters.” 

But the ſame objection might have been made to 
the miracles of Moſes and of Chriſt. It is the 

nature of all evidence to compel the aſſent. For 

no man can refuſe his aſſent to what appears to 


po 
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him to be ſufficient evidence. Whatever be the 
caſe of the will with reſpect to motives, the judgment 
is univerſally allowed to be neceſſarily determined 
by the force of arguments ; and had Mr. Sweden- 


borg been poſſeſſed of the power of working 
miracles, I cannot believe that he would have 


thought it-an improper, or an inconyenient thing. 


As this is a ſubject of particular importance, 
I ſhall ſubjoin what your author alleges with 
reſpect to it in another part of the ſame work, 
vol. ii. p. 123. © Since the time of the Lord's 
<« coming into the world, every one that is born in 
e a chriſtian country has a capacity to become 
« ſpiritual, which ſpirituality of nature is effected 
cc Golety by the Lord, through the word. But this 
ce capacity would be deſtroyed in caſe man's faith 
c was influenced. by miracles; in as much as mi- 
ce racles, it was obſerved, carry compulſion with 
ce them, and take away man's free will in ſpiritual 
ce things; and whatever is received by compulſion 
e entereth no farther than the natural man, when 
_ «jt cloſeth up the ſpiritual, or true internal man, 
ce and depriveth him of all capacity of ſeeing any 
ce truth in its proper light; the conſequence where- 
« of is, that the man afterwards frameth all his 
<« reaſonings on ſpiritual things from a mere na- 
ce tural ground, and thereby ſeeth all ſpiritual 
ce things according to an inverted view. Miracles, 
ce indeed, were wrought previous to the Lord's 


coming into the world; and the reaſon was be- 
eue 
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« cauſe the members of the church at that time 

«were mere natural men, incapable of ſeeing the 

te ſpiritual or internal things of the church, or who 
cc would have profaned fuck things, had they been 
4.4 rank to ſee them.” 


But that any change was made in the nature of 
men at the firſt coming of Chriſt, or that any far- 
ther change has been made in man ſince what you 
call his ſecond coming, is an arbitrary ſuppoſition 
of Mr. Swedenborg's, for which he produces no evi- 
dence whatever. And ſince, in all other reſpects, 
men appear to act in the ſame manner, we muſt 


conclude that they are internally conſtituted in the 


ſame manner, and therefore that they have been | 


.equally affected by evidence of all kinds ſince the 
beginning of the world. We ſhall ſee, however, in 


the progreſs of your doctrine, whether mankind 
do not now require the evidence of miracles for 
the belief of things of which no other evidence can 


be given, as much as they did in the times of 


Moſes or of Chriſt. If other methods fail to pro- 


duce a general conviction of the truth of your 


doctrine, which you ſay is to fill the whole earth, 
recourſe muſt be had to the old, but effectual, 
method of miracles after all; and ſhould each of 
your temples be filled with tbe glory of the Lord, 
at the time of their conſecration, as was the taber- 
nacle and the temple” of Solomon, you would, I 
dare ſay, exult not a little. As a fimilar glory 
inveſted our Saviour at his transfiguration, all the 


three 
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three great diſpenſations of religion, you might then 
ſay, were Ne of a ſimilar 2 attef- | 
tation. 


But though Mr. 8 did not pretend 
to work any proper miracles, and did not, as far as 
appears from his writings, foretel any future event, 
he pretends to give us more information concerning 
things at a diſtance from us than we had any na- 
tural means of knowing. After reporting a con- 
verſation which he had with the Africans, and the 
Gentiles in the ſpiritual world (of which a farther 
account will be given in its proper place) which 
is highly favourable to them, he gives the follow- 
ing narrative of the ſtate of Africa in this world, 
which I find that you who are his followers, be- 
lieve to be true, and are very willing to conſider, 
notwithſtanding your affecting not to want the 
evidence of miracles, as a proof that he was really 
inſpired. As this account is truly curious, and a 
ſociety of gentlemen is now exploring the interior 
parts of Africa, I ſhall recite the whole of it from 
the Continuation concerning the laſt * and rhe 
e World, p. 66. 


« Such being the 8 of the Africans 
cc even in this world, there is therefore at this day a 


4 revelation begun among them, which is com- 


*< municated from the centre round about, but 
<« does not extend to the ſea coaſts. They ac- 
* knowledge our Lord as the Lord of heaven and 
e earth, and laugh at the monks who viſit them, 
cc and 
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e and at chriſtians who talk of a breefold divinity, 
« and of ſalvation by mere thought, aſſerting that 
ce there is no man who worſhips at all, that does 
tc not live according to his religion; and that unleſs 
< a man ſo lives, he muſt needs become ſtupid and 
« wicked, becauſe in ſuch a caſe he receives no- 
_ E thing from heaven. They likewiſe give to in- 
_ © genious wickedneſs the name of fupidity, becauſe 
<« there is no life, but death, in it. I have heard the 
<« angels rejoice at this revelation, becauſe thereby 
« a communication is opened with the rational 
« principle in man, which has heretofore been 
s cloſed up by a general blindneſs with reſpect to 
© matters of faith. I was informed from heaven 
te that the things contained in the doctrine of the 
« New Jeruſalem concerning the Lord, conce 

ce the word, and in the doctrine of life for the New 
« Jeruſalem, lately publiſned, are now revealed by 3 
« word of mouth, by angelic ſpirits, to the in- 
<« habitants of that country. | 


Here I am happy to find a virtual appeal to 

an exiſting fact, which it is poſſible to aſcertain by . 
proper inquiry. Though, having leſs communi- 
cation with the interior part of Africa than with 
any other part of the known world, the inquiry. 
will be attended with ſome difficulty and expence. 

In the mean time I muſt obſerve that neither 
Mr. Bruce's late Travels into Abyſſinia, nor the pro- 
ceedings of the Aſſociation for promoting the diſ—- 
covery of the interior parts of Africa, give us as 


"on any reaſon to think that what Mr, Swedenborg 
deſcribes 
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| deferibes as exiſting in his time, is to 10 found at 
preſent. But we expect ſoon to have farther ace- 
counts from that hitherto unexplored part of the 
world; and if it ſhould appear, which I ſtrongly 
ſuſpect, that there neither is, nor ever was any 
thing like a New Jeruſalem Church in the centre,of 
Africa, your faith in Mr. Swedenborg's inſpira 

mult be very ſtrong indeed if it . 


The evidence of proper miracles being with- 
held from us for the preſent, evidence of fome 
other kind, which can only be the conformity of 
your doctrines to the natural reaſon of things and 
the plain ſenſe of ſcripture, ought to be peculiarly 

ſtrong. To theſe teſts I ſhall therefore bring the 
principal of your doctrines, that we may ſee whe- 
ther they bear any internal marks of ſuperior ex- 
cellence. 


As you appeal to "6 nes you, no doubt, 
think us capable of judging of your arguments 
from them. The books of ſcripture are before 
us, and the language in which they are written 
pretty well known. I ſhall therefore conſider whe- 
ther your opinion be agreeable to the ſeriptures 
fairly and rationally interpreted. As to any ſpiri- 
tual ſenſe of the ſcriptures, it cannot be attended to 
till there be ſome evidence of the reality of ſuch 
a ſenſe of them. If you ſay that I am incapable of 
perceiving this ſenſe of the ſcriptures, you-muſt allow 
that you have no means of convincing me, or any 
others who are in the ſame ſituation with me, bow: 

| C well 


r 
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well meyer you, who have the illumination that I. 
want, may be ſatisfied with reſpect to all your doc- 
trines. Beſides, Mr. Swedenborg admits that the 
Plain and literal ſenſe of the ſcriptures i is the founda- 
tion of every other ſenſe, and is never contradicted 

by them. The doctrine of the church, he ſays, 
ought to be drawn © from the literal ſenſe of the 
ce word, and be confirmed thereby.“ Doctrine con- 
cerning the Sacred Scripture, p. 101. He alſo ſays, 
ibid. p. 65, © the literal ſenſe of the'word is the 
© baſis, continent, and firmament, of its ſpiritual 
ce < and celeſtial ſenſe. = ov 


I am, &c. 
. . £ ? - 


© LETTER III. 
Concerning the Perſon of Chriſt. 
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MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 


low that when 1 firſt heard of this 
tenet 6f your's, that Jeſus Chriſt was the ſame per- 
ſon with God the Father, and that there is no 
other God than he, I was exceedingly ſurprized. It 
ſounded to me as if it had been aſſerted that Jeſus 
and Peter, Moſes and Joſhua, David and Solomon, 
or any other two perſons of whom we read in hiſ- 
HOI NCI: and that if the ſacred 
writers 


— — 


— — © 


— 
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Priters could expreſs themſelves as they uniformly 
do concerning God and Chriſt, as different perſons, . 
and they ſhould after all be one and the ſame per- 
ſon, there is no uſe in language; the moſt definite 
expreſſions being no guard againſt miſconception. 
This I know you will fay is the effect of preju- 
dice, from early and long continued impreſſions ; 
and I am willing to allow as much as I poſſibly 
can to this influence, and therefore ſhall re-exa- 
mine what I own I have hitherto taken for grant- 
ed. And as Mr. Proud ſays, in his Sermons, p. 41, 
that © truth will carry its own evidence with it to 
ce the impartial enquirer and upright mind,” I 
hope that whether you or I be at preſent in an 
error, in this reſpect, a clear ſtating of the caſe, 
and an appeal to facts, will be the means e 
us reg. 8 


Nov it is certainly no uncommon thing for the 
ſame thing, or the ſame perſon, to be ſignified by 
two different names, Jeſus, for example, and Chriſt, 
Simon and Peter; but then we always find that 
the ſame character and deſcription will apply to 
both, and except the literal ſignifications of the 
term, be referred to, we may, in any ſentence, ſub- 
ſtitute the one in the place of the other; every 
thing that can be aſſerted of the one being equally 
true of the other. Nothing is ever aſſerted con- 
cerning either of them, that is incompatible with 
the other; nor will any ſpeaker or writer, knowing 
che uſe of language, ever connect two names 
which denote only the ſame perſon by the con- 
0.23 junctiye 


naturally ſay Simon or P 
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junctive particle and. We ſay, for example, that 
Peter and John did this or that, but we never ſay, 
that Simon and Peter, Jeſus and Chriſt did this, 
uſing the plural number. Becauſe Peter and John 
are different perſons. But Simon and Peter, Jeſus 
and Chriſt are ns ſame pe rſons, and therefore we 
er, Jeſus or Chriſt, or 
elſe, joining the two names, we ſay, Simon Peter, 


or Jes Chit, CE tine onal 


number only. 


Now look through the whole New Teſtament, 
where God and Chriſt are ſpoken of, and you will 
find by theſe plain Yules concerning the uſe of 
words, which every body underſtands, and in ſpeak- 
ing or writing ſtrictly conforms to, that God and 
Chriſt, in the ideas of the perſons who wrote thoſe 
books, were as different perſons as Chat and DOR, 


Janes and John. 


Chriſt eaters ſpeaks of himſelf as having 
been ſent from God, juſt as much as, John the 
Baptiſt was; ſo that if the perſon ſending can be the 
ſame with the perſon ent, John the Baptiſt may be 
God as well as Jeſus Chriſt. I may ſay that I go 
from one place to another, but it is manifeſtly im- 


Proper to ſay that I /end myſelf from one place to 
another. On your principles, Chriſt and his apoſtles 


might be the ſame perſons. For Chriſt addreſſing 
himſelf to his Father, ſays, John xvii. 18. 4s thou 
haſt ſent me into the world, even have I alſo ſent them 
into the world, It is evident, therefore, that Chriſt 


Was 


1 
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was a perſon as different from him whom he ad- 
dreſſed as his Father, as his diſciples were e different 


from himſelf. . ( 


| | Chriſt conſtantly prayed to the perſon whom he 
called his Father, and he directed his diſciples to pray 
to the ſame perſon. Father, ſays he, John xvn. 1, 
the hour is come, glorify thy Son, that thy Son may alſo 
glorify thee, Was Jeſus then only ſpeaking to him- 
ſelf? Sometimes, no doubt, perſons do fo; but 
not in this manner. When Chriſt directed his 
diſciples to pray to that Father who ſeeth in ſecret, he 
ſurely did not mean that they ſhould pray to himſelf. 
If he did, he certanily did not ſpeak very intelligibly. 
Beſides, he plainly diſtinguiſhes between praying 
to the Father, and aſking any thing of himſelf, 
when he ſays, John xvi. 23, In that day ye ſhall alt 
me nothing. FVerily, verily I ſay unto you, whatſoever 
ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will give it you. 
Was ſuch language as. this, which he conſtantly 
uſes, calculated to lead the diſciples to conſider the 
Father and himſelf as the ſame perſon ? 


Farther, Jeſus frequently aſcribed to his Father 
what he expreſsly denied of himſelf. He more 
than once ſays, that of himſelf he could do nothing, 
John v. 19, viii. 28, and that the Father within him 
did the works, meaning the miracles that he per- 
formed. Here every thing denoted by the ex- 
Preſſion bimſelf, is evidently diſtinguiſhed from the 
Father, who he ſays, was within him, as he might be 
ſaid to be in any other man, if, as was the cafe with 

p SG our 
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our Saviour, he ſuggeſted to him what. he ſhould 
ſay, and empowered him to do what he otherwiſe 
could not have done. Agreeably to this, he fays, 
Matthew xxviii. 18, that all Power was given unto 
Bim, and Luke x. 22, all things are given unto me of my 
Father. Can the giver and receiver be the ſame 
| perſon, any more than the perſon TS and tho 
perſon /ent ? 


Speaking of the 3 of e 10 ſays, 
Mark xiii. 32, that the time of it was not known ei- 
tler to the angels or to himſelf, but to the Father only. 
If the Son was the ſame with the Father, ſurely every 
thing that was known to the one muſt have been 
known to the other alſo; eſpecially as you ſuppoſe 
there was no principle of intelligence in Chriſt be- 
ſides that of the Father, he having no human ſoul. 
Nay, in addreſſing his Father, he calls him the only 
true God, at the ſame time that he ſpeaks of him- 
ſelf as the prophet or meſſenger of God, John xvii. 
3, that they might know thee the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou baſt ſent. And when he was 
riſen from the dead, he bade Mary tell his diſciples, 


John xx. 17, I aſcend to my Father and your Fa- N 


tber, to my God and your God. Here, ſurely, are 


two different perſons indicated. Can any Wee be 
ſaid to aſcend to himſelf? 


Laſtly, our 8 fays, Johor xiv. 28, this bis 
Father was greater than be. Can any perſon be 
greater than himſelf? The ſame perſon may, no 


doubt, be greater at one e time than he was 8t an- 
other; 
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other; but here he ſpeaks of the ſame time. Alſo, 
a man in one capacity may be greater than he is in 
another; as general at the head of his army may 
be faid to be greater than he is by his fireſide. 
But here our Saviour ſpeaks abſolutely. He is 
telling his diſciples that he ſhould leave them, and 
go to his F ather, in which he ſays they ought to 
rejoice, intimating that they would be under the 
protection of the greateſt of all beings. Agreeably 
to this he had faid not long before, that they who 
were his ſheep ſhould never periſh, ſince no perſon 
was able to pluck them out of his Father's hand, 
adcing, John x. 29, My Father, who gave them me, 
is greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of 
my Father's band. I and my Father are one, that is, 
no perſon can overpower me, but he muſt over- 
power the Father alſo. Such is our Saviour's con- 
ſtant language, which muſt certainly have miſled 
his hearers, if he was the ſame perſon with the 
Father, of whoſe ſuperior power he was ſpeaking, 
aſcribing no extraordinary power to himſelf, but 
every my: to _ 


Let us now ſee in what manner the apoſtles 
ſpeak of him. Does not their conſtant language 
demonſtrate that they conſidered him as being a 

perſon different from God. Peter ſpeaking of him, 
Acts ii. 22, ſays, that he was @ man approved of God 
by miracles, and wonders, and ſigns, which God did by 
Bim, and whom God raiſed from the dead. Acts iii. 13, 
The God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, the God of our 
Fathers, bas glorified his = Feſus, &c. When they 
B 4 were 
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were perſecuted, they prayed to God, Acts iv. 24, 
as he who made beaven and earth, and all that is 
» #berein, and the object of their prayer, that figns and 
wonders might be done by the name of his boly child 
Feſus. Certainly, this was not praying to Jeſus, 
but to quite another perſon, who alone could work 
miracles, in order to confirm the miſſion of Jeſus 
from God, and their own miſſion from him. 4, 


| ak into Paul's epiſttes, and you will 3 : 
find that he ſpeaks of God and of Chriſt as of - 
different perſons. In the beginning of the firſt 
epiſtle to the Corinthians, where he ſays; Paul an 
apoſtle Jeſus Chriſt through the will of God. Grace 
be unto you from God the Father and from our Lord 
Feſus Chrift. The ſame is his language through all his 
* without the leaſt variation. When he gives 
the Father the appellation of God, it is always exclu- 
| Gvely of the Son, 1 Cor. viii. 6. to us there is but one 
Gad, the Father, of whom are all things, and we by bim, 
1 Tim. ut. 5, There is one God, and one mediator be- 
tern God and man, the men Chriſt Jeſus. Could 
he ſpeak of God and Moſes as more different from 
one _—_y_ he does of God and Chriſt. SD 


| What, they, is it that you can advance in ſup- 
port of your favourite doctrine, that Jeſus Chriſt 
and God the Father are the ſame perſon, in oppo- 
fition to the conſtant and uniform language of the 
ſcriptures ; according to which they muſt be different 
perſons, as different as God and man, the Creator 
and the creature. I have conſidered all that you 
allege, 


allege, and find them only to be a few paſſages, 
wWjhich literally interpreted, might, indeed, * 
as much, but which very cally admit of a very . 
different interpretation; and in all caſes we inter- 
pret what is figurative and obſcure, by what is. 
clear and expreſs; and nothing can be more ſo 
than the paſſages which I have cited above. This, 
therefore, is moſt evident from the conſtant lan- 
guage of ſcripture, that Chriſt and God are dif- 
ferent perſons, and whatever particular paſſage may 
ſeem to intimate the contrary muſt have ſome 
other meaning; and even if we could not explain 
it otherwiſe, we ought to content ourſelves. with 
acknowledging the difficulty, or ſuppoſe ſome; error 
to have crept into the text, rather than charge the 
writers with manifeſt inconſiſtency and contradic- 
tion. But when we examine the paſſages we ſhall 
find that there is far from being any occaſion to 
have recourſe to this ſuppoſition, * Ty 
wed explains oo TE 


When Philip Gard: to 3 Jen 1 xiv. 8, Shew 
us the Father, Jeſus ſaid, be that bath ſeen me bath 
. ſeen the Father; and from this you infer that be and 
his Father were the very fame perſon. - But Jeſus, 
you cannot deny, was uſed to ſpeak in figurative 
language; and where is there a more common 
figure of ſpeech than to ſay, we ſec a perſon in bis. 
works, and eſpecially in thoſe perſons who are come 
miſſioned to ſay or to do any thing in his name. 
We even ſay that God, who is inviſible, is to be 
ſeen in his works. nnn 
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God were manifeſt in Chriſt, who ſpake and acted 
by immediate commiſſion from him; and ſeeing 
the manifeſtations of divine wiſdom and power 
either in the works of nature, or in the ſayings and 
miracles of the prophets, is all that we e 
God, r is himſelf iwifible. | 


You alſo urge, Colol. 11. 9, 15 bim dwellerb al 
the fullneſs of the godbead bodily. But this might be 
the caſe without Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being God, 

when the divine power was manifeſted by him. 
Nay, the very phraſeology of this paſſage is unfa- 
vourable to your hypotheſis, for that which dwells 
in a perſon cannot be the fame thing with himſelf, 
but muſt be different from him. IH 


You urge Chriſt's 8 John x. 3o, that be 
and the Father were one, i. e. the ſame God. But 
by the ſame argument all the diſciples of Chriſt 
may be proved to be united with them in the god- 
head. For he prays, John xvii. 11, that they might 
be one as they two were one, ver. 21, that they all may 
Be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
they alſo may be one in us. Chriſt alſo ſays Matt. 
X. 40, he that receiveth you receiveth me, and be that 
 receiveth me receiveth him that ſent me. But will you 
2 | infer from this, that Chriſt, the perſon that ſent 
= him, and they. Sho - were afterwards ſent "x Shit 
. were all one. | | 


| „ e 
. inen you lay much ſtreſs, thaugh I do not con- 


ceive 
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ceive as of chem are at all to your purpoſe. 
They are thoſe in which the ſame titles are given 
to God and to Chriſt, But beings the. moſt dif- 
ferent in their natures may, in ſeveral reſpects, re- 
ſemble one another, and act a ſimilar part, ſo as to 
be entitled to the ſame appellations, without being 
the ſame perſons. You particularly urge thoſe 
paſſages in the prophets in which Jehovah is called 
the only Saviour, as Iſa. xliii. 11, 1 am Jebovab, and 
' beſides me there is no Saviour. But both he who 
faves by another, and that other who ſaves by his 
; orders and directions, may be equally called a /a- 
wiour, The word ſaviour lignifies nothing more 
than deliverer, and therefore Moſes, who under God 
delivered the Iſraelites from Egypt, and the judges, 
who delivered .them from their various enemies, 
are properly ſtiled deliverers, or ſaviours, as well as 
| God by whoſe orders and power they ated. See 
Judges iii. 9. 2 Kings xiii. 5. Acts vii. 35. Our 
Saviour ſays, Matt. xxiii. 9, One is your Father. 
even God, but does it therefore follow that we have 
no other father beſides God, and yet, according to 
your argument, if every perſon who is called a ſa- 
viour be God, every one who is called 4 . 
muſt be ſo too, 8 


Lou lay great t firek on Chriſt being called be 
Alpha and the Omega. But this is no more a proper 
name of God, than ſaviour, or father. It may ſig- 
nify the chief, or founder of any thing; as Chriſt is 
under God of the chriſtian diſpenſation, and 2 | 

| ore 
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fore may be applied to God, in Rev. i. 8, and to 
Gu, Rev. 22k 12, | | 


--& Ne being occaſionally Genottiinated by 
the name of God is no proof that he is God. You. 


urge Chriſt being called the Jehovah our Righ- 


teouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. 6, But if our tranſlation be 
admitted, Jeruſalem is called by the very ſame name, 
Jerem. xxxiii. 16, and other names of God make 
part of the names of men and places. Though, 


therefore, it ſhould be Chriſt, and not the prophet's 


ſon, that was called Emmanuel, which ſignifies God 
with us, it will not follow that he was God. Princes 
are ſometimes called Gods, to denote their power, 
and men are called devils to expreſs their bad diſpo- 
ſitions. When Jeſus ſaid to Peter, get thee behind 
me, Satan, and of Judas that he was the devil (for 
fo it ought to be rendered) nothing more was meant 


than what they ſaid or did was evil, or ſuch as was 


uſually aſcribed to the devil, not that either of thoſe 
perſons was the devil himſelf incarnate. 


It is ſomething extraordinary that, though NI 


| ſtrenuouſly aſſert the unity of God in one perſon, and 


maintain that three divine perſons muſt be three gods, 


you ſtill contend for a trinity. But it was ſuch a 


trinity as was never known before. Originally, you 


fay, there was no trinity, but that it commenced 


at the incarnation, when God took upon him human 
nature; the intelligent principle in Jeſus being 
called the Father, the humanity, or rather the hu- 


man 
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man body, the Son, and the operation of this divine 
humanity, the Holy Spirit. But why ſhould you 
make this new, arbitrary, and unnaturaſuſe of 
words. The word trinity is not to be found in the 
ſcriptures, and I do not fee why you ſhould em- 
barraſs your ſcheme with it, but as a facrifice to 
popular prejudice, and that this was the caſe is 
pretty evident from the Preface to the Summary 
View of the beavenly Dockrines of the New Ferufalem 
Church, p. 8, in which it is faid, that he, that is, 
Mr. Swedenborg, © denied the divinity of our 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and there might have been 
ce ſome plea for fixing on his character opprobrious 
< epithets which might ſerve to invalidate his teſti- 
© mony. But when we ſee that nothing of this is 
c chargeable upon him, and that his writings have 
cc a direct contrary tendency, viz. to aſſert the di- 
« yinity of the Redeemer, and to eſtabliſh this fun- 
ce damental article of the Chriſtian faith on the 
cc cleareſt and fulleſt evidence of holy writ, &c. 
« how is it poſſible that any perſon of a ſerious 
tc character can think it ſafe to endeavour to leſſen 
ce the teſtimony of ſuch a writer.” We who are 
properly unitarians, acknowledging the ſole divinity 
of God the Father, and the ſtaple humanity of 
Chriſt, make no ſuch apologies as theſe. We 
heſitate not to meet the full force of popular pre= 
judice, by admitting the imputations of our adver- 
faries in their moſt obnoxious forms; confident 
that truth ſtands in no need of ſuch a ſhelter as 
that to which you have recourſe. - 
n 


— . — 
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On your principles, as indeed you acknowledge, 


every man being made in the image of God, is a 


trinity, conſiſting of a thinking principle, and a 


body, acting by the influence of the thinking prin- 


ciple. But here the three-terms are not correlative, 


and have no proper correſpondence. The two firſt 
indeed denote ſubſtances, the one a ſpiritual, and the 


other a corporeal one, but the third denotes no ſub- 
ſtance at all, expreſſing a mere action, or operation. 
To be conſiſtent with yourſelves, you ſhould ſay 


that Chriſt is the one God, conſiſting of o parts, | 


viz. the divine intellect, and the corporeal frame. 


But ſince there is no third ſubſtance, there is no 


proper trinity, and that your ſyſtem admits of none. 


With a change of your phrafeology, and very 
little in your ideas, you are as proper unitarians, as 
we who are uſually called Socinians. For we ſay 
that the word, by which all things were created, 


and which dwelt in Chriſt, was the one true God 


befides whom there is no other, and that without 
this divine principle Chriſt was a mere man, as 


other men are. 


What is the difference, excepting in words, 
between ſaying that Jeſus was a man united 10 God, 
and a man inſpired by God, when in this caſe you 
cannot pretend to have any proper idea to the word 
united, or can ſay wherein it differs from inſpired. 
Man and God being more different in their natures 
than the iron and clay in Nebuchadnezzar's image, 

are 


Neu Feruſalem Church. 27. 
are no more capable of forming a proper union, 
than thoſe ſubſtances. Say then, in intelligible 
language, that Jeſus was a man, but that God was 
with him, and acted by him, and we ſhall be agreed 
in words as well as in reality, and every deſirable 
conſequence will flow from it. You will then, as 
now, diſclaim all plurality of Gods, together with 
different perſons in the trinity, and you will effec- 
tually ſecure the truth of all the declarations of 
Chriſt, as proceeding from God, juſt as much as if 
he himſelf had been Gd. 


Þ am, &c. 


LETTER IV. 


Of ſome further Particulars concerning the Perſon of 
Chriſt, and the general 180 of Redemption by him. 
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MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 


BkSsIDES your general cofrines of 
Chriſt and God being the ſame perſon, for which 
I think. I have ſhewn there is no foundation in 
reaſon or the ſcriptures, you have other ideas con- 
cerning the union of theſe two natures, and the uſe 
of the incarnation, which deſerve ſome notice, as 
they are quite ſingular. But as they are difficult 
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to conceive, I think you will find them no leſs 
difficult to prove. 


Not content with ſuppoſing that the ſupreme 
Deity was united to a human body, ſo as to occupy _ 
the place of a ſoul in that body, you fay that this 
union was not completed all at once, but that it 
grew more perfect during the whole of our Sa- 
viour's continuance upon earth, by means of his 
trials, or temptations, confli#s (as you call them) 
with the hells, or infernal ſpirits. In this more 
complete union of the two natures conſiſts, as you 
ſay, the glorification of his humanity, ſo that at length 
it became entirely divine, which no other human 
body ever will be. This is expreſſed, though not 
with the greateſt clearneſs, in the following paſſage 
of The Doctrine of the New Jeruſalem * = 


A p. 153. 


e This human nature from the mother was not 
ce tranſmuted into the divine eſſence, neither com- 
« mixed with it, as the doctrine of faith, which is 
cc called the Athanaſian creed, teaches, For the 
© human nature cannot be tranſmuted into the 
< divine eſſence, neither commixed therewith. 
cc Nevertheleſs, by our doctrine we maintain, that 

& the divinity aſſumed an humanity, i. e. united to 
& itfelf juſt as a ſoul is united to its body, ſo that 
etc they were not two but one perſon, from which 
« circumſtance it follows that he put off the hu- 


& 2 taken from the mother, which in itſelf 
cc Was 
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ce was like the humanity of another man, and con- 
« ſequently material, and put on the humanity from 
ce the Father, which in itſelf was like unto its di- 
ce vinity, and conſequently ſubſtantial, by virtue 
ce whereof the humanity was alſo made divine.” 


If we aſk by what means this humanity became 
divine, Mr. Swedenborg anſwers that, it was by 
temptations. © It is as yet unknown, fays Mr. 
« Swedenborg, Doctrine concerning the Lord, p. 60, 

ec that the Lord conquered death, or hell, by ſpiri- 
e tual combats, which are temptations, and thereby 
ce glorified his humanity at the ſame time, and that 
«he paſſion of the croſs was the final combat or 
ce temptation, by which he wholly conquered the 
* one, and glorified the other,” 


In conſequence of the different degrees of this 
glorification of the humanity, which is ſometimes 
explained (if that can be ſaid to explain which gives 
us no clearer ideas of a ſubject) by a leſs or a more 
perfect union between the divine and human nature 
of Chriſt, you ſuppoſe that Jeſus, in the courſe of 
his life, as this glorification, or union was gradually 
advancing, adopted a different mode of ſpeaking 
with reſpect to the Father, In the ſtate of humi- 
« liation,” ſays Mr. Swedenborg, ibid. p. 1 de 
« prayed unto the Father as to one different from 
| | * himſelf; but in the ſtate of glorification, he ſpake 
<« of the Father as one with himſelf. In this latter 

« ſtate he ſaid that the Father was in him, and he 
in the Father, and that the Father and he were 
A D cc one; 
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« one; but in the ſtate of humiliation he under- 
« went temptations, and ſuffered the croſs, and 

ce prayed to the Father not to forſake him. For 
ec the divinity could not be winged, much leſs 
ce could it ſuffer the croſs.” 


On this I ſhall take the liberty to remark that, 
of what kind ſoever was the union that was to be 
formed between the divine eſſence and the human 
body, and whatever purpoſe it was intended to an- 
ſwer, it is extraordinary that he who is omnipotent, 
and who made all things by a word ſpeaking, 
ſhould not have effected this union but in a courſe 
of time: and Mr. Swedenborg gives us no aflift- 
ance whatever in forming any idea of the manner 
in which trials or temptations promoted this union, 
or why one degree of union (if there be ſuch de- 
grees) might not have anſwered the purpoſe as well 
as another. But, admitting all this, why different 
modes of ſpeaking ſhould be adopted by our Sa- 
viour in the different ſtages of this union, is parti- 
cularly incomprehenſible ; fince, in all the caſes, 
both the perſon ſpeaking, and the perſon ſpoken 
to muſt have been the very ſame, viz. the divine 
mind. 5 : 


It is a fundamental article of your faith, that 
Chriſt, or God, is but one perſon, one thinking in- 
telligent mind, and that there was no other prin- 
ciple of intelligence belonging to Jeſus; and cer- 
tainly the mere body, glorified or not glorified, was 
incapable of thinking, or dictating any language at 
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all. Conſequently, in all the ſtages of our Saviour's 
life, it muſt have been his divinity alone that 
dictated every word that he uttered ; and when he 
prayed, it muſt have been to the ſame divinity, that 
is, to himſelf; and therefore there could not have 
been any occaſion for his adopting different modes 
of ſpeaking in the different periods of his life. Be- 
ſides, it happens unfortunately for your hypotheſis, 
that when Chriſt ſpake of the Father as being aue 
with himſelf, it was at a period prior to his laſt ſuf- 


ferings, by which you ſay this union was com- 


pleted. Alſo, after his reſurrection, and conſe- 
ſequently all his ſufferings, he ſtill ſpake of his 
Father as being different from himſelf; ſaying to 
Mary, John xx. 17, I am not yet aſcended to my Fa- 
tber; but go to my brethren, and ſay to them, I 
aſcend unto my Father and your Father, an 10 my 
God and your God. 


One of your writers, however, ſuppoſes that all 
the temptations of Chriſt were not finiſhed till after 
the forty days of his continuance on earth, between 
his reſurrection and aſcenſion, and for a purpoſe 
that is ſomething curious. © The Lord,” fays he, 
«at his crucifixion, but more particularly at his 
ce burial and reſurrection, rejected, or put off, the 
ce whole of his maternal humanity, in ſo much that 
ce he was no longer the ſon of Mary. In this ſenſe, 
« and ſo far as hs to the natural world in ge- 
ce neral, he was fully glorified, having put off all 
ce the heriditary i impurities | of matter, in which the 
ec church on earth is involved. But he could not 
8 D 2 & yet 
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« yet aſcend until he had alſo put off, and rejected, 
ce the impurities of fpirits and angels. For the 
« Lord was not only pleaſed to bear in his own 
ce perſon the iniquities and infirmities of men, but 
te alfo of angels, and thereby he redeemed and de- 
cc Ijvered both. While he was in the act of thus 
ce purifying and redeeming angels, he underwent 

« ſomething analogous to temptations ; their re- 
ce demption being effected like that of men, by an 
ce admiſſion of their proficium, as it were, aſſaulting 
« his humanity. But in his love and in his pity be 
ce redeemed them. This proceſs took up forty days, 
cc becauſe the number forty correſponds to tempta- 
cc tions, and ſignifies complete deliverance there- 
ce from, and victory over all enemies. This is 
ce the reaſon why the Lord's aſcenſion was pro- 
ce tracted till forty days after his reſurrection, at 
cc which time he aſcended above all the heavens 
ce into the ſun of the ſpiritual world, in the midſt 
« whereof he eternally reſides, as Jehovah God, 
«© in glorious human form.” New Magazine of 
Knowledge, vol. i. p. 277. | 


What authority this writer had for this inge- 
nious ſpeculation does not appear. But a much 
more obvious uſe of Jeſus continuing on earth theſe 
_ forty days, and one that is plainly indicated in the 
ſcriptures, was that time might be given for a ſuf- 
ficient number of ſucceſſive appearances to the diſ- 
_ Ciples, in order to give them. the moſt compleat 
ſatisfaction concerning the reſurrection of cheir 


maſter. / 


. One 
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One curious conſequence of this ſuppoſed glo- 
rification of Chriſt's humanity relates to its effects 
upon the body, concerning which Mr. Sweden- 
borg ſays, Doctrine concerning the Lord, p. 161, 
« In as much as, the humanity of the Lord was 
ce glorified, i. e. was made divine, therefore after his 
ec death he roſe on the third day, with his whole 
ce body, which never happens to any man. For 


© man is raiſed 3 0 as to + the ſpirit, and not as to 
9 the body.“ 


Now, according to the ſcriptures, the refurrec- 
tion of Chriſt is a pattern of our own reſurrection, 
and therefore he is called the firſt fruits from the dead. 
What were the firſt fruits under the law, but a ſample 
of the general harveſt ? Whatever, therefore, Chrift 
now is, we ſhall be alſo, when with us, as with 
him, · Corruption ſhall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal ſball have put on immortality. | 


I ſhall conclude this Tas with noticing ſome 
other particulars concerning the trinity. 


The Holy Spirit,” Mr. Swedenborg well ob- 
ſerves, ibid. p. 197, © is not a perſon ſeparate from 
ce the Lord; and that 70 go forth, and proceed, has 
no other meaning than to enlighten, and teach, &c. 
But his illuſtration of this from the nature of angels 
does not ſatisfy me. That there is a threefold 
* nature or trinity in the Lord may be well illuſ- 
« trated,” he ſays, ibid, p. 196, * by a compariſon 
ce with an angel, who has a ſoul and body, and alſo 
MY ſpiritual ſphere proceeding from thence, which 
| 9 3 Do 18, 
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ec js, as it were, another ſelf without him. Con- 
© cerning this proceeding ſphere, it has been given 
c me to know many extraordinary particulars.” 
Of this, however, we, who __ not ſeen angels, 
can be no judges. 


2 be reaſon why this new doctrine concerning 
Chriſt and the trinity was not revealed to mankind 
in any earlier period of the world, is given by our 
author in the fame treatiſe, p. 247, and I ſhall quote 
it at length. © The reaſon why this doctrine con- 
© cerning the Lord was not before diſcovered from 
ce the word, is becauſe had it been before diſ- 
cc covered, and ſeen, ſtill it would not have been 
c received. For heretofore the final judgment was 
ce not accompliſhed, and previous to that judgment 
© the power of hell prevailed over the power of 
cc heaven, and man is in the midſt between heaven 
e and hell. Wherefore had this doctrine been un- 
cc derſtood before, the devil, that is, hell, would 
© have taken it out of his heart, and he would 
«© moreover have prophaned it. This ſtate of the 
ce power of hell was altogether deſtroyed by the 
<« laſt judgment, which is now accompliſhed, ſince 
* which time it is in every one's power who deſires 
« it to be enlightened and gifted with genuine 
« wiſdom.” Some evidence, however, ſhould be 
given of the power of hell being deſtroyed ſince the 
year 1757, when you fay the laſt judgment took 
place. To all appearance no difference whatever 
then took place in the power of man to contend 
with vice or prejudice. 


I am, &c. 
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LETTER V. 
Of the ſecond Coming of wp and a future 2 


MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 


ANOTHER of the conſpicuous doctrines 
oſ your new church relates to the ſecond coming 
of Chriſt and a future judgment. This you ſay, has 
already taken place in the ſpiritual world, to which 
alone it belongs, and that it was accompliſhed in 
the year 1757, which you therefore make uſe of as 
a new epoch from which to date all future events, 
as chriſtians in general do from the ſuppoſed birth of 
Chriſt. From this time you ſuppoſe your new 
church, denoted in the ſcriptures by the kingdom of 
Chriſt, commences, that it is to ſpread and fill the 
whole earth, to continue for ever, there being no 
termination of the preſent ſtate of things, or any 
future judgment to look for. Such are your ideas. 
Let us now ſee what the dh #0 on theſe 

yes. | 


When the diſciples were viewing Jeſus fu 
ing to heaven, the angels who ſtood by ſaid. to 
them, Acts. i. 11, Te men of Galilee, why look ye up 
to heaven. This ſame Je efus, who is taken up from 
you into heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner as ye have 
ſeen him £0 into heaven. What can be more evident 

D 4 from 
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from this, than that as the aſcent of Jeſus was per- 
ſonal and viſible, his return will be the ſame, per- 
ſonal and viſible, not figurative or emblemarical 
only, meaning not him/elf, but his doctrines. 


Our Saviour himſelf, ſpeaking of his ſecond 
coming, ſays Matt. xxiv. 30, And they ſhall ſee the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, with power 
and great glory. John xiv. 3, he ſays unto his diſ- 
ciples, I will come again and receive you to myſelf, 
that where I am there ye may be alſo. The apoſtle 
Paul gives the following more particular account 
of this great event, 1 Theſſ. iv. 13, &c. But [would 
not have you be ignorant, brethren, concerning them who 
are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not even as others who have 
70 bope. For if we believe that Feſus died and roſe 
again, even ſo alſo thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus will God 
bring with him. For this we ſay unto you by the word of 
be Lord, that we who are alive, and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord ſhall not prevent (or rather ſhall have 
no advantage over) them who are aſleep. For the Lord 
himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven. with a ſhout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God, 
and the dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firſt. Then we who 
are alive and remain, ſhall be caught up together with 
them in rhe clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and 2 
ſhall we ever be with the Lord. He alſo ſays, 1 Cor. 
xv. 51, Behold I ſbew you a myſtery, we ſhall not all 
ſleep, but we ſhall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump ; for the trumpet 
ſhall found, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, 
"and we ſhall be Ins For this corruptible muſt 

| put 
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put on incorruption, and this mortal muſt put on im- 
mortality, 


Is this account all figurative? If ſo, what is 
literal; and if there be any truth in the repreſenta- 
tion, all who have died are now in a ſtate of death, 
and are to remain ſo till the coming of Chriſt, and - 
this coming will be perſonal and viſible, in the 
clouds of heaven. At his appearance the dead will 
be raiſed firſt, and then the living will be changed 
and made immortal, like their deceaſed brethren. 
Every particular of this account is wholly incon- 
ſiſtent with your idea of nothing but a /piritual com- 
ing of Chriſt, and of there being no reſurrection of 
the dead at all, but each perſon appearing in his 
new and ſubſtantial body immediately on his _ 
| ting this. 


Paul compares the refurnaiiing of. the dead, 
1 Cor. xv. 36, to the revival of ſeed that has been 
put into the ground, and we read, Rev. xx. 13, of 
the ſea giving up its dead. But according to you 
nothing that is ever committed to the ground, or 
to the ſea, will appear again, or any thing elſe in 
the place of it. All that the ſcripture ſays on this 
ſubject evidently goes upon the idea that men are 
to continue ſome time in a ſtate of death, and that 
they are to be raiſed to life at ſome diſtant period, 
and is by no means conſiſtent with your idea of liſe 
once given being never diſcontinued, or ſuſpended, 
the mode of it _P _ N 


According 
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According to Mr. Swedenborg, the laſt judg- 
' ment took place in the ſpiritual world only, and of 
courſe none could be judged beſides thoſe who had 
been dead. But according to the preceding ac- 
count of the laſt judgment, confirmed by other ex- 
preſs declarations of ſcripture, thoſe who ſhall be 
found alive at the coming of Chriſt, and who will 
not die at all, are to be judged, as well as thoſe 
who have been dead; and whatever ſpiritual ſenſe 
you put upon the ſcriptures, it muſt at leaſt be 
conſiſtent with the literal ſenſe of them. Indeed, 
if we are not to depend on the literal ſenſe of ſcrip- 
ture, we cannot depend upon the truth of hiſtorical 
facts recorded in them. For then Moſes may mean 
ſomething elſe than a man, the paſſage of the Iſ- 
raelites through the red ſea may be nothing but an 
emblem of ſomething in the mind, and the whole 
hiſtory of Chriſt, and the apoltics may be a mere 


N 


| Now, beſides what the apoſtle Paul ſays of the 
living as well as the dead appearing before our Sa- 
viour, in the paſſage quoted above, he ſays, 2 Tim. 
iv. 1, I charge thee before God and the Lord Jeſus, 
who ſhall judge the quick and the dead, at his ap- 
Pearing and bis kingdom. Peter alſo ſays, Acts 10. 
42, be commanded us to preach unto the people, and to 
teftify that it is be who is ordained of God to be judge 
of the quick and the dead; and again, 1 Pet. iv. 5, 
who ſhall give an account unto him who is ready to 


judge the quick and the dead, If this repreſentation, 


repeated ſo en, be not true in the literal ſenſe 
of 
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ſenſe of the words, I do not know what to expect. 
If the living are not to be judged as well as the 
dead, and this at ſome future period, when Chriſt 
ſhall come in the clouds of heaven, there may be 
no judgment, or future ſtate at all; ſince the whole 
reſts on the ſame authority. 


Your account of marriages in heaven, in what- 
ever ſenſe it be underſtood, 1s no leſs contrary to 
the plain ſenſe of ſcripture. Our Saviour ſays, 
Luke xx. 34, the children of this world marry, and 
are given in marriage ; but they who ſhall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the reſurreftion of the 
dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage. What 
is the end of marriage, but the propagation of the 
ſpecies : and ſince you allow this to have no place 
in the ſpiritual world, for what purpoſe is the dif- 
ference of ſexes and what can you mean by conju- 
gal delights in that ſtate. The human frame will, 
no doubt, be conſiderably altered in a- ſtate the 
- purpoſes of which will be ſo eſſentially different 
from thoſe of the preſent ; ſo that the ſame ſtruc- 
ture cannot, in all its parts, be adapted to it; 
though concerning the particulars we can only 
form conjectures. In this caſe, however, our Sa- 
viour's information is clear and expreſs, ſo that 
you ſet up the authority of Emanuel eee | 
* that of Jeſus Chriſt. 


I am, &c. 


i 
| 
\ 
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LETTER VL 


Of Mr. Swedenborg's Ideas concerning God, Divine 
Influxes, and Angels. | 


MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


M UCH of the confuſion that is apparent 


in Mr. Swedenborg's conceptions has ariſen from 


his inattention to the firſt principles of metaphyſics, 


particularly in not diſtinguiſhing ſubſtance from pro- 


perty. All that we know of any thing is its pro- 


perties, ſuch as hardneſs and colour in bodies, and 
underſtanding and affefFion in mind. But theſe 
properties, we ſay, belong to ſomething that is not 
property, but to which we give the name of /ub- 
ſtance, without, however, having any idea of its 
nature; ſo that, in fact, it is a mere convenience in 
diſcourſe. But Mr. Swedenborg makes that to be 
ſubſtance which all other writers call property. 


ce God,” ſays he, Univerſal Theology, p. 61, c is 


cc ode itſelf, and wiſdom itſelf, and theſe conſtitute 
© his eſſence; and this love and wiſdom are one.“ 
He alſo ſays, that God is fe itſelf.” Now that 
God is a Being poſſeſſed of love, and wiſdom, and 
life, is intelligible language ; but that he is love, 
and wiſdom, and life, is not ſo, except in a figura- 

- tive 
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tive ſenſe. Hence, however, muſt have been de- 
rived his peculiar ideas of divine influx from God 
into the minds of men, reſembling the influx of 
heat and light into natural bodies from the ſun, 
which he ſays bears the ſame relation to the natu- 
ral world, that God does to the ſpiritual. For 
ſince love, wiſdom, and life are of the eſſence of 
God, all who receive them muſt derive them from 
immediate communication with God, and from no 
other ſource whatever. | 


Mr. Swedenborg expreſſes himſelf more unin- 
telligibly till on this ſubject, when, in his Theoſophic 
Treatiſe, he ſays, p. 5, The ſpiritual world did 
ce exiſt, and does ſubſiſt, proximately from its own 
ce ſpiritual ſun, and the natural world, in like man- 
tc ner, from its own natural, or material ſun; that 
ce the /ight from the ſun of the ſpiritual world is 
ce wiſdom, and the beat love, and that we receive 
ce theſe by emanation into our ſouls.” For the 
natural world, or the earth, does not, in any proper 
_ ſenſe, exiſt, or ſubſiſt, from the material ſun, They 
are two independent bodies, which mutually gravi- 
tate towards each other. 


The doctrine of divine influx is equally unphi- 
loſophical. Man is formed with various ſenſes, by 
means of which he receives all his primary ideas; 
and theſe ideas are the elements of all our know- 
ledge ; thoſe which Mr. Locke calls ideas of re- 
flexion, according to Dr. Hartley, whoſe obſerva- 
tions on this ſubject are the _— and by far the 

moſt” 
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moſt accurate of any (though this is not a place to 
enter upon the diſcuſſion) being nothing more than 
combinations of ſimple ideas, originally derived 
from impreſſions made by ſenſible objects. 


No perſons have immediate communications 
with God except prophets, to whom he has been 
pleaſed to reveal his will, in order that they might 
make it known to others. And the great truths | 
of religion, as taught by the prophets, by Moſes, 
by Chriſt, and by the apoſtles, are ſufficient of 
themſelves, without any ſuch ſupernatural influx as 
Mr. Swedenborg deſcribes, to give us all the know- 
ledge that is neceſſary to purify the heart, and re- 
gulate the life, which is the great end of all re- 


ligion. 


If ſuch beings as men, i. e. beings . of 
reflexion, and of a reaſonable regard to their own 
happineſs, be only informed that there is a God 
who governs the world in righteouſneſs, that he 
takes an account of our conduct here, and that, 
though we die, he will ſome time hence raiſe us to 
life again, and reward or puniſh us according as we 
ſhall have deſerved, we ſhall have all the know- 
ledge that is neceſſary for the buſineſs of religion; 
becauſe we fhall have ſufficient motives for the 
right government of. our paſſions, and of our con- 
duct in life. And when ordinary means are ſuffi- 
Cient, it is not in the uſual plan of providence to 
have recourſe to extraordinary ones. If men will 
not hear Moſes and the prophets, Chriſt, and the 
apoſtles, 
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apoſtles, neither will they regard the viſions of Mr. 
Swedenborg, eſpecially as we have no intimation 
given us in their writings, that any ſuch prophet 
was to ſucceed them. 


Mr. Swedenborg's notion of angels re/iding in 
men's affections is of a nature fimilar to his doctrine 
of divine influx; ſince according to him, our paſ- 
ſions and affections are very much influenced from 
this foreign ſource. In his Treatiſe concerning the 
laſt Judgment, p. 12, he ſays, That angels and 
ce ſpirits are with man, and in his affections, has 
ce been given me to ſee a thouſand times, from their 
cc preſence and abode in me. But angels and ſpirits 
ce do not know what men they are with, any more 
ce than men know what angels and ſpirits they co- 
cc habit with. For this the Lord alone knows, and 
ce regulates.” He adds, p. 11, They who are 
ec unacquainted with the myſteries of heaven, may 
ce ſuppoſe that angels ſubſiſt without men, and men 
cc without angels. But I can poſitively aſſert, from 
ce all my experience relative to heaven, and from all 
e my diſcourſe. with the angels, that no angel, or 
ce ſpirit whatever, ſubſiſts independent of man, or 
© any man independent of ſpirits and angels ; but 
<« that they are mutually and reciprocally conjoined. 
« Mankind and the angelic heaven form one, 
« and ſubſiſt mutually and reciprocally from each 
ce other; and conſequently, if either were removed, 
ce the other would ceaſe to exiſt.” 


| Now, 
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Now, according to Mr. Swedenborg himſelf, 
angels are real beings, in the form of men, and have 
all of them been men, who when they die throw 
off the material body, and appear in what he calls 
their ſubſtantial, or celeſtial body. They muſt, there- 
fore, as it ſhould ſeem, occupy a portion of real 
ſpace as they did before, and conſequently cannot 
reſide except in real place. But what ſpace, . or 
place, is there in the affe#ions, which are only pro- 
perties of the mind? What room is there for a 
good angel in the affection of love, or for a bad one 
in that of anger? Angels are ſubſtances, corporeal 
or ſpiritual, and according to any ſyſtem of meta- 


_ phyſics, it is abſurd to ſpeak of any ſubſtance ſub- 


ſiſting in a mere property. You may as well look 
for angels in the colour of a man's ſkin, or in the 


ſound of his voice, as in his affections. 


Beſides, if angels be neceſſary to the affections 
of men, muſt not ſome beings of a_ ſimilar nature 
be neceſſary to che affections of angels? Alſo, what 
was there to reſide in the affections of the firſt men, 
who on their deaths only became the firſt angels? 


It is another conſequence of Mr. Swedenborg's 
ſuppoſing that the Divine Being conſiſts of mere 
properties, that he bears no relation to ſpace, or 
time, which, indeed, has been the idea of other 
metaphy ſicians of great refinement. © God,” ſays 
he, Univerſal Theology, p. 40, © is in ſpace without 
ſpace, and in time without-time;” ſuppoſing ſpace 

25 and 
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and time to have commenced at the creation. 


But though we can, in imagination, ſuppoſe the Di- 


vine Being himſelf not to have exiſted, it is impoſ- 


fible for us to exclude the ideas of ſpace, or duration. 
Infinite ſpace, and infinite duration, muſt. ever have 
exiſted, and if God be omnipreſent, as Mr. Sweden- 
borg allows, and likewiſe ſelf- exiſtent, he muſt ne- 
ceſſarily bear ſome relation to ſpace, and alſo to 
duration, or time. 


Again, though the mere properties of wiſdom 
and love conſtitute the eſſence of God, Mr. Sweden- 
borg aſſigns him two other principles, different, as 
they ſhould ſeem, from properties; viz. the effe 
and the eſence, the former, as his tranſlator and 
expoſitor ſays (Univerſal Thevlogy, note, p. 27) being 
cc his inmoſt ground, and moſt hidden principle of 
being; whereas the ęſence is the particular quality, 
© or determination, originating in the ; and 
cc exiſtence is the external manifeſtation, or opera- 
« tion, of both.” Of this I own I am mee 
of N any ideas at all. 


But Wr is the greateſt puzzle of all is, chas, 
though the Divine Being conſiſts of nothing but the 
properties of wiſdom, love, and life, he has a form, 


and this form is that of man. © Both ſubſtance, 


_ « and form,” ſays Mr. Swedenborg (Univer/al The- 

logy) p. 29 © may be predicated of God; with 
e this diſtinCtion, that he is a ſubſtance and form 
ce ſelf-exiſtent, ſole-exiſtent, and primary; and this 


« form is truly and virtually human, that is, God 


.- E « is 
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is true and very man, in whom all things are in- 
ce finite.” Accordingly it appears from the writings 
of Mr. S wedenborg, that he conſidered God as 
having exiſted in a human form even nds his in- 


carnation. 


But this opinion, beſides being highly degrad- 
ing to the Divine Being, has no countenance from 
the ſcriptures, or from reaſon. When a voice was 
heard from mount. Sinai, Moſes repeatedly ob- 
ſerved to the people, that they ſaw no form what- 
ever; apprehenſive, no doubt, that their entertain- 
ing an idea of God having any particular form 
might be attended with inconvenient conſequences. 
According to the uniform language of ſcripture, 
God is equally, and every where preſent ; and if 
ſo, what form can he poſſibly have? It can be 
nothing but that of infinite ſpace. | 


Io give to n of man, is to aſſign 
him all the functions of man, and a mode of liſe 
ſimilar to that of man. The form of any particu- 
lar animal, beaſt, fowl, or fiſh, is adapted to its own 
occaſions, and to nothing elſe. If the form be 
changed, as from a caterpillar to a butterfly, the 


whole mode of life is changed in proportion. In 
fact, therefore, to give to the Divine Being the 


form of a man, is to make him a man, and nothing 


more. In like manner, ſhould the form of a horſe 
be given to a man, it would be nothing leſs than 


changing the man into a horſe. 
Earther, 
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Farther, ſince every thing that has form is ſub- 
Hance, what became of that which belonged to God 
prior to the incarnation? Was the whole of the 
ſpiritual ſubſtance inveloped in a human body; 
and if he had arms and legs, &c. in his original 
ſtate, did he make uſe of them in removing from 
one place to another; and if not, of what uſe were 
they? Alſo, was the divine form male or female? 
Since the two ſexes correſpond to each other, he 
ought to be both, or neither. Indeed, Gentlemen, 
it is impoſſible to conſider your opinions on ſerious 
22 with __ ſeriouſneſs. 


Laſtly, I do not perceive the confifitiacy of your 
own ideas with reſpect to God. You ſay, he con- 
ſiſts of nothing but the properties of wiſdom, love, 
and /ife. But what relation have any of theſe to 
form? It reſembles Addiſon's apparition, which 
was in the ſhape of the ſound of a drum. 1 


Hoping that amuſement will not be wholly i in- 
conſiſtent with inſtruction, + 6M 


1 am, &c, 


E 2 LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 


Of zhe Spiritual World, and of the Interpretation of 
the Scriptures. | 


MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 


| Ms. Swedenborg's account of his con- 
verſations in the world of ſpirits, which is the grand 
fource of all his revelations, appears to me very 


much to reſemble that of dreams, or reveries, to 


which ſome perſons awake are ſubject. His idea 
of there being no ſpace in the ſpiritual world, but 


only the appearance of it, was ſuggeſted to him by 
what was repreſented to his mind in thoſe viſions. 


For, continuing in the ſame place, he fancied him- 
ſelf to be tranſported to a great diſtance, and 
after converſing with the inhabitants of one world, 
he ſometimes inſtantly found himſelf in another. 
All this paſfing in his own mind, he naturally con- 
cluded, that the objects which ſeemed to occupy 
real ſpace, in what he calls tbe Spiritual World, ſuch 
as mountains, and vallies, ſeas, and rivers, &c. had 
no real bulk, but only the appearance of it. In 
this ideal ſpace, however, Mr. Swedenborg places 

the Divine Being in a human form, all human be- 
ings that have ever lived, or that ever will live on 


the earth (in which, according to him, men will 
continue 
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continue to be produced for ever) and likewiſe all 
the men produced in millions of other worlds, 
which- are continually pouring into it, and will 
never be able to fill it; all exiſting, as he ſays, in 
their ſubſtantial bodies, and forms. 


That there is no real ſpace in the ſpiritual 


world, Mr. Swedenborg ſays, © was made plain to 
ce me from this conſideration, that there I could 
ce ſee Africans and Indians very near me, although 
<« they are ſo many miles diſtant here on earth; nay 
ce that I could be made preſent with the inhabitants 
ce of other planets in our fyſtem, and alſo with the 
e inhabitants of planets that are in other worlds, 
ce and revolve about other ſuns. By virtue of ſuch 

ce preſence (i. e. without real ſpace) not of. place, 
© | have converſed with apoſtles, departed popes, 


te emperors, and kings; with the late reformers of 


ce the church, Luther, Calvin, and Melancthon, and 
ce with others from diſtant countries.” Univer/al 
Theology, vol. i. p. 87. This has certainly very 
much the appearance of dreams, and they muſt 
have been very pleaſant ones. 


Having conceived this des, of there being no 
real ſpace in the ſpiritual world, he farther con- 
cluded, as appears in his Treatiſe concerning the 
Earths in the Univerſe, that though much time was 
ſometimes ſpent in his paſſage from one of theſe 
earths to another, eſpecially when they were ſitu- 
ated beyond the bounds of the folar ſyſtem, this 
time was employed, not in any actual removal 
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from place to place, but in producing a change in 
the ſtate of his mind, neceſſary to his having in- 
tercourſe with beings whoſe ſtates were different 
from his. A ſpirit, he fays, p. 175, © is 
ce conducted from place to place no otherwiſe 
© than by changes of the ſtates of his interiors; 
ce which changes appear to him, in all reſpects, 
ce like advancements from place to place, or like 
2 Journeyings. » Speaking there of his viſiting a 
fourth earth in the ſtarry heavens, he ſays, © theſe 


e changes continued without interruption for about 


ce ten hours, before I came from the ſtate of my 
<. own life to the ſtate of life peculiar to the ſpirits 


ce of that earth; conſequenty before I arrived there 
ce as to my ſpirit.” Rn 


This ſpiritual world of Mr. Swedenborg bears 
ſome reſemblance to the ideal world of Plato. 
Both, however, are equally the work of imagina- 
tion; and it is remarkable that, as in dreams, Mr. 
Swedenborg had no real new ideas communicated 
to him in the different worlds that he viſited, but 
only ſuch combinations of old ideas as commonly 
occur in dreams. Wherever he went, he found 
beings in the form of men, and the ſame animals 
that we have here, hills and vallies, ſeas and ri- 
vers, as with us; and though he viſited not only 
the moon, and the planets of our ſyſtem, but alſo 
various planets belonging to other funs, he ſays 
nothing of that which has lately been diſcovered 
by Dr. Herſchell. Had that planet, which, being 
the remoteſt that we are yet acquainted with in 
our 
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ſyſtem, is ſufficiently entitled to diſtinction, no 
exiſtence at that time? This does not look like 
inſpiration. 


There is ſomething ſtriking in Mr. Sweden- 
borg's notion of the univerſal heaven reſembling 
one man, therefore called by him the grand man, 
and that all things appertaining to man, both 
his exteriors and interiors, correſpond to that man, 
or heaven. But there is no more foundation for 
it, than for his account of the ſpiritual world in 

general. To conſtitute this grand man, he ſays, 
P- 9, © there is need of ſpirits from ſeveral earths, 
ce thoſe who come from our earth into heaven not 
ct being ſufficient for this purpoſe. | 


In this grand man he finds the inhabitants of 
all the different worlds that he viſited; and to ſome 
of them he aſſigns one ſtation and to others ano- 
ther. The ſpirits in mercury, he ſays, have rela- 
tion to the memory, but to ihe memory of things ab- 
fratted from terreſtrial and merely material objet re. 
Thoſe in Mars have relation to thought grounded in 
 affeflion, p. 101, thoſe in Saturn, p. 121, to the 
middle ſenſe between the ſpiritual and the material 
man; and thoſe in Venus, p. 126, to the memory of 
. things material agreeing with the memory of things 
immaterial, The ſpirits of one of his earths re- 
late to the ſpleen, and thoſe of others to different 
parts of the body. But what makes this ſubject 
more curious, is that in this way he finds reaſons, 


p. 133, why the Lord was willing to be born 
E4 on 
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on our earth, and' not on another. It was that 
the word might: be written on our earth, and by 
this means be publiſhed and preſerved to all poſte- 
rity, in conſequence of the art of writing having 
exiſted here from the moſt ancient time. © In 
« every other earth, he ſays, p. 136, “ divine 
« truth is manifeſted by word of mouth, and not 
<« conveyed far beyond the limits of families; ſo 
<« that unleſs a new revelation conſtantly ſucceeds, 
« truth is either perverted, or periſhes.” To 
theſe reaſons he adds, that the inhabitants and ſpi- 
rits of our earth, in the grand man, have a relation 
to natural and external ſenſe. He adds other rea- 
ſons, conchuding with ſaying, p. 139, © but this is 
« an Arcanum which will be intelligible only to - 
tc very few; and in this ſmall number I do not 
find myſelf inchuded, 


There is certainly no ſmall confuſion in the ideas 
of Mr. Swedenborg when he makes the heavens 
in the ſpiritual world ſynonymous to angelt, and 
the bells to devils; as if theſe real beings and the 
place which they berupy were the ſame ching. 
But it is ſimilar to his making angels reſide in 
men's affections, as if they were neceſſary parts of 
them, i. e. mere properties, and no ſubſtance at 
all; which he likewiſe aſſerts concerning Gd. 


But in caſes in which either reaſon or the plain 
ſenſe of ſcripture fails you, you find abundant re- 
ſources in ſecondary and ſpiritual ſenſes of the ſa- 
cred writings, The facred writers, however, - 

ar 
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far from faying that they had any other meaning 
than that which appears on the. face of their writ- 
ings, and which is to be found in the cuſtomary 
ſenſe of their words; and if other ſenſes be once 
admitted, there is no end of diverſity of opinion. 


Different perſons interpret even the literal ſenſe - 


differently. What, then, will be the caſe if, be- 
fides this literal ſenſe, there be another concealed 
one, with reſpect to which every perſon will, of 
courſe, think himſelf at liberty to form his own 
conjectures? 


here is nothing that a man may not fancy 
that he finds in the ſacred writings, or any others, 
when he is not confined by the plain and uſual ac- 
ceptation of the words before him, but gives ſuch 
a looſe to his imagination as your great prophet 
does. He finds Chriſt in every paſſage of the 
ſcriptures, even thoſe in which before him they 
who made the moſt of the doctrine of types, never 
ſuſpected any ſuch reference. | 


« As the word,” ſays Mr. Swedenborg, Doc- 
trine concerning the Lord, p. 12, © is the divine 
ce truth, it is alfo the divine proceeding; and this 
« js not only from the Lord, but it is alſo the 
« Lord himſelf. As the word is thus the Lord 
ce himſelf, all the word in general, and each part 
« in particular, is written concerning him alone. 
« For from the prophet Iſaiah unto Malachi, there 
« js not a ſingle thing that does not relate to the 
« Lord, or that, being in the oppoſite ſenſe, is not 
| contrary 
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te conrary to the Lord. That this is the caſe has 
ce heretofore been ſeen by no perſon, but neverthe- 
© leſs every one has a capacity to ſee this, provided 
« that he knows it, and thinks thereof while he is 
© reading, and farther knows that there is not only 
cc 4 natural ſenſe of the word, but alſo a ſpiritual | 
ce ſenſe contained in it, and, that in that ſenſe, by 
cc the names of perſons and of places is ſignified 
« ſomething of, or belonging to, the Lord, and 
tc conſequently ſomething from him relating to 
ce heaven, and the church, or ſomething oppoſite 
cc thereto.” He even ſays, ibid. p. 74, that © in 
ee the hiſtorical parts the ſame things are repre- 
ce ſented by the wars of the children of Iſrael, with 
cc various nations. For whatever is written either 
« jn the prophetical or hiſtorical parts of the 
ce word, hath reſpect unto the Lord, and hence 
ce the word is divine,” 


Now, not to nach on he manifeſt abſurdity 
of making a real perſon, whether God or man, to 
be the ſame thing with 4 writing concerning him; 
I would aſk, how are we to know when our minds 
are in a ſtate favourable to the perception of this 
ſpiritual ſenſe of ſcripture, which Mr. Swedneborg 
deſcribes? You will fay that yours are in that 
ſtate, and that mine is not. But you muſt allow 
me to aſk, what evidence do you give of this being 
the caſe, when, as you muſt acknowledge, there is 
no viſible token of it. Your perſuaſion muſt; 
therefore, remain with yourſelves, it being incapa- 


ble of being communicated to me, For though I 
have 
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have probably given as much attention to the 
ſcriptures as you have done, the conſtruction that 
Mr. Swedenborg puts upon them appears to me 
extremely unnatural; and, diveſting myſelf as 
much as I am able of all prejudice, I cannot 
help thinking that, if there be any uſe, in lan- 


guage to expreſs men's meaning, he has ſtrangely 
miſrepreſented them. 


S | am, &c. 


LETTER VIII. 
The Concluſion. 


MV FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 


t I MUST now, and I can do no more, 
appeal to your reaſon, whether the religion which 
you have adopted on the authority of one man, be 
either rational or ſcriptural. You well know that 


a faith not founded on evidence (of which our 


own reaſon is the only judge) is nothing but delu- 
ſion, whatever be the ſource of it, whether men 
impoſe upon themſelves, or be impoſed upon by 


others, When we receive truths on the authority 


of revelation, we muſt firſt judge by our own 
reaſon whether the revelation be real or pre- 
tended, unleſs it be revealed to us in particular, 
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that another perſon bas had a revelation; and this 
you will hardly pretend to be your caſe with 


reſpect to Mr. Swedenborg. 
It is not eaſy to account for the conduct of 


to prove that Mr. Swedenborg was either an en- 


thuſiaſt, or an impoſtor. I know too little of 
him. But judging by appearances, from his writ- 


ings, I cannot help faying that his accounts of 
what he ſaw and heard in the ſpiritual world are 
ſo copious and particular, that it is barely poſſible 
that the whole ſhould have paſſed fo diſtinctly in 
his imagination, either in dreams or reveries; and 
that they read very much like inventions, and 
fictions. At leaſt, though ſomething may have 
paſſed in his imagination, it muſt have been helped 


out, and improved, at his leiſure afterwards; and it 


is no uncommon thing to find this mixture of 
enthuſiaſm and ANI. 


But I would not be underſtood to accuſe him. 
To bis own maſter he flandeth or falleth; and let 
him have been ever ſo honeſt and good a man, fo 


that he ſhould have really thought himſelf divinely 
commiſſioned to write every thing that he has 
done, there is ſufficient evidence that it was not the 
fp#rit of truth that dictated his writings. Should 


any Being, in the complete form 'of an angel, tell 
me that God had the form of a man, that this 


God was Jeſus Chrift, that he was not to return to 
| tes world to raiſe the dead and judge all mankind, 


that 
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that there are marriages in heaven, &c. &c. &c. I 
Thould tell him that he was a hing ſpirit, and that 
what he told me could not be true, ſince both 
reaſon and the ſcriptures, much better authorities 
than an angel, told me the contrary. | 


Be perfuaded then to re-examine theſe things, 
and believe no man in contradiction to your own 
reaſon, and the clear ſenſe of ſcripture ; and then I 
think that the following plain ſcheme of religion 
will approve itſelf to your minds. There is one God, 
of whoſe efence we know nothing at all. He is in- 
viſible, and not the object of any of our ſenſes, but 
he is the maker and conſtant preſerver of all things. 

This great Being has at different times commiſſioned 
various men, and eſpecially Jefus Chriſt, to com- 
municate his will to mankind, and he always fanc- 
tioned their miſſions by the power of working mi- 
racles, or doing ſuch things as no man could have 
done if God had not been with him. By this means 
we have been informed concerning our duty here, 
and our expectations hereafter, and eſpecially that 
Chriſt, who roſe from the dead, and is aſcended into 
heaven, will return with power and great glory, 
when all the dead will be raiſed, and all the living 
ſo changed, as to be like them, incorruptible and 
wamortal ;. co SP WO nocelve: wocerd- 
ORE NRC. + 8 
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effeftual, with respect to all the real uſes of ref. 
Hons which is to teach men virtue, and to train 
| | them 
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them up for a ſtate of future glory and happi- 


This ſyſtem is eaſily comprehended and ex- 
plained. There is nothing intricate or myſterious in 
it, and it requires no implicit faith in any man. Let 
all the facts be examined by the common well known 
rules of eſtimating the value of human teſtimony, 
and you will find the hiſtory of Moſes and the pro- 
phets, of Chriſt and the apoſtles, as well authenti- 
cated as any other hiſtories in the world; indeed 
much better. We believe no man's mere aſſertion, 
however well meaning or honeſt, but conſider whe- 
ther what he advances be rational in itſelf, and ſup- 
ported by proper evidence. As you are unitarians, 
I truſt. you will continue ſo; and if you only with- 
draw your implicit faith in a man who gave no 
proof of his inſpiration, and whoſe peculiar opinions 
are wholly unſupported by reaſon or the. plain ſenſe 
4 I; you will be what other unitarians are. | 


I can eaſily conceive in ms Me. 
Swedenborg was led to form his peculiar idea 
concerning the perſon of Chriſt, ſtrange: as it ap- 
pears to me and others. He had been brought up 
in the firm belief of the divinity of Chrift; and, 
with this ſtrong prejudice on his mind, he could 
ſee nothing in our Saviour that he did not think to 
be divine. But being ſtruek with the abſurdity of 
the common doctrine of the trinity, and having 
of courſe a dread of polytheiſm, he ſaw no alter- 


native, but that of maintaining the / divinity of 
Ja 
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Feſus Chriſt; and his wonderful ingenuity, and pe- 


culiar metaphyſics, enabled him to ſupport his opi- 
nion in the manner that he has done. 


Let me entreat you, however, to re-conſider his 
peculiar kind of unitarianiſm, and ſee whether it 
have any peculiar advantage. It does not ſimplify 
the idea of God more than our opinion. For we 
equally believe God to be one Being, and one perſon. 
You. have no nearer acceſs to this one God, in 
conſequence of his being in the form of a man, 
and of his having been incarnate. - For we believe 
that God, . who is inviſible and omnipreſent, ſees 
and hears us wherever we are, and that his power 
extends to all perſons. and all things. The union 
of a human body to his divine nature (fuppoſing 
a thing ſo manifeſtly unnatural not to be impoſſi- 
ble) could only tend to impede, and by no means 
to facilizate; his operations, of whatever kind they © 
be. You yourſelves ſuppoſe that when our pre- 
ſent. material body ſhall be thrown off, the ſub- 
ſtantial, or ſpiritual, man within us will be  diſen- 
cumbered, and a& to more advantage than before. 
And can the infinite mind be a gainer by that 
very circumſtance which . _— 1 
degrades, a finite one? 


You make the belief of the. ſole ay of 
Chriſt to be neceſſary to ſalvation. But this is an 
arbitrary poſition, calculated, like the ſimilar decla- 
ration of the catholics, to frighten people into 

| your 
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your ſyſtem. For unleſs ſuch a faith has a greater 
tendency to purify the heart, and amend the life, 
it cannot really make a man more Ft for heaven. 
Your ſyſtem has no ſuperior efficacy of this kind; 
and ours, as I have ſhewn, does every thing that 
can be done for man in this reſpect. 


In charity, at leaſt, we have a manifeſt ad- 
vantage over you. For, lame and imperfect as 
many ſyſtems of chriſtianity are, we admit that 
while they teach the doctrine of a future ſtate, and 
that man's future happineſs or miſery does in any 
way depend upon, or correſpond to, their moral 
conduct here, they have ſo much good in them, 
as may counteract all the evil; and we believe 
that if the temper of the mind be in the main 
Tight, no error 'in judgment will exclude any man 
from heaven. There I hope to meet Mr. Swe- 
denborg and you his followers; and when you ſee 
what you will then be immediately wirneſſes to, 
all the notions you cheriſh ſo fondly at preſent 
will vaniſh like a dream, and have no fatal conſe- 
| quences. But, in the mean time, it is certainly 
better to have a ſenſible and a rational faith, a faith 
that you can comprehend, and give a reaſon for, 
than a faith of which you can neither give a clear 
account of what it is, or on what it is founded; 
and in all caſes truth is preferable to error. 


- Though 1 do not pretend to any ſupernatural 
influx from the fun of your ſpiritual world, I am 


con- 
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conſcious that I write theſe letters from the ppirit 
of love, and I hope you will perceive that they 
likewiſe proceed from a ſound mind; and with my 
ſincere prayers to the true fountain of light, the 

| giver of every good and every perfett giſt, that we 


may all lead, and be led, into the real truth. 
T am, 
Your friend and fellow chriſtian, 
I. PRIESTLEY. 
London, 08. 1, 1791. | 


* 
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APPENDIX- 


£3 he. my readers will be able to form 15 an 

imperfect idea of Mr. Swedenborg's writings from 
the quotations I have had occaſion to make from 
them in theſe Letters, I ſhall, for their greater 
ſatisfaction, ſubjoin ſome larger extracts. The 
following are copied from the Univer/al Theology, as 
recited at the General Conference of the members of 
the New Church held in Great Eaft Cheap, London, 
from the 13th to the 17th of April, 1789. See the 
Minutes of that Conference, p. 7, &c. 


« I ſhall relate the following particulars, which I know _ 


« to be true, becauſe I have been an eye-witneſs of them, 
& and therefore can teſtify the truth of them.. I was 
c once raiſed up as to my fpirit into the Angelic Heaven, 
c“ and introduced to a particular ſociety therein; and im- 
“ mediately ſome of the wiſe ones of the ſociety came to 
<« me and faid, WHAT NEWS FROM EARTH ?—T replied, 


This is new, that the Lord hath revealed Arcana, which 


<« in point of real excellence exceed all the Arcana here- 
« tofore revealed ſince the beginning of the Church. — 
« 2 aſked, What Arcana? I anſwered, The follow- 

« ing.” Here follows the ſeveral articles of his diſco- 


veries. 
ce The 


1 
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<« The angels, on hearing an account of all theſe new 
« diſcoveries made to mankind, were much rejoiced; but 
ce they ſaw that I was ſorrowful and dejected, and they 
« aſked, What is the cauſe of thy ſorrow? I replied,” Be- 
« cauſe theſe Arcana at this day revealed by the Lord, 
ec notwithſtanding their ſuperiority in excellence and dig- 
« nity above all the knowledges that have been hereto- 
« fore publithed to the world, are yet reputed on earth as 
« things of no value. The angels wondered at this, and 
« requeſted the Lord's permiſſion to look down into the 
* world; and they looked down, and lo, mere darkneſs 
« was therein: and it was ſuggeſted to them to write thoſe 
« Arcana on a paper, and let the paper down on earth, 
« and then they would ſee a prodigy; and they did ſo, 
« and lo! the paper, on which the Arcana were written, 
« was let down from heaven, and in its progreſs, whilſt it 
<« was yet in the ſpiritual world, it ſhone bright like a ſtar, 
c but when it came into the natural world, the light diſ- 
cc appeared, and as it fell on the ground, it was totally 
darkened; and when it was let down by the angels 
“among ſome aſſemblies confiſting of learned clergy and 
« laity, many of them were heard to mutter words to this 
« effect, What have we got here? Is it any thing or no- 
thing? What matters it whether we know thoſe things 
ce or do not know them? Surely they are the offspring of 
« imagination and a diſordered brain: And it appeared as 
« if ſome took the paper and folded it into different ſhapes, 
« and then again unfolded it with their fingers; and alfo 
« as if ſome tore it in pieces, and were deſirous to tread 
« it under their feet; but they were prevented by the 
« Lord from proceeding to ſuch enormity, and the angels 
were charged to take up the paper back again, and ſe- 
« cure it; and becauſe theſe things affected the angels 
« with ſorrow, they began to think with themſelves how 
« long the darkneſs on earth would continue, it was told 
« them, Fox A TIME, AND TIMES, AND HALF A TIME.” 
Rev, xii. 14. | 
F 2 «Tam 
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«I am aware that many, who read the memorable 
& relations annexed to each chapter of this work, will 
c conceive that they are the fictions of imagination; but 
« I proteſt in truth that they are not fictions, but were 
& really ſeen and heard; not ſeen and heard in any ſtate 
of the mind in ſleep, but in a ſtate when I was broad 
ce awake; for it hath pleaſed the Lord to manifeſt himſelf 
« to me, and to ſend me to teach the things relating 
to his New Church, which is meant by the New 
“ Jeruſalem in the Revelation; for which purpoſe he 
« hath opened the interiors of my mind, or ſpirit, by 
« virtue of which privilege it was granted me to have 
«< commerce with angels in the ſpiritual world, and at 
& the ſame time with men in the natural world, and that 
< now for twenty-ſeven years. Who in the Chriſtian 
« world would have known any thing concerning heaven 
* and hell, unleſs it had pleaſed the Lord to open ſpi- 
cc ritual vifion in ſome perſon or other, and to ſhew and 
cc teach what relates to the ſpiritual world? 


I ſhall cloſe theſe extracts with ſome from Mr. 
Swedenborg's Treatiſe concerning the laſt Judgment. 
p. 127. 5 
* That the Babylon here treated of (viz. in the Reve- 
lation) “ is deſtroyed, no other man can know than he 
« who ſaw it, and to me it was given to fee in what : 
« manner the laft judgment was executed and accom- "2 
« pliſhed on all, particularly on thoſe who were from 
4 Babylon; wherefore I ſhall give a defcription thereof. 
This was granted me principally for this reaſon, that 
c it might be known to the world, that all things predicted 
c in the Revelation are divinely inſpired, and that it is 
« a prophetic book of the word. For unleſs this were 
c revealed to the world, and at the fame time the in- 
& ternal ſenſe diſcovered, which is contained in every 
« expreſſion therein, in like manner as in every pro- 
_ © phetic 
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* phetic book of the Old Teftament, that book might 
4“ be rejected, &c. To prevent therefore this from being 

« the caſe, it has pleaſed the Lord e 
« witneſs,” &c. | 


He then deſcribes the manner in 1 the laſt 
judgment took place in all the four quarters of 
the Babylonic nation, beginning with the Southern, 
to which I ſhall confine this Extract. 


« After viſitation, deſtruction took place; : for viſitation 
« always precedes deſtruction. Viſitation is an examina- 
tion as to their quality, and alſo a ſeparation of the 
good from the bad, when the former are taken away, 
ce and the latter left behind. This was followed by great 
c“ earthquakes, from which, perceiving the laſt judgment 
« to be at hand, a ſudden trembling ſeized them all. 
Then they who dwelled in the Southern quarter, par- 
« ticularly in that great city of which mention is made 
« above, were ſeen to run up and down; ſome endea- 
<« youring to eſcape by flight, ſome hiding themſelves in 
c caves, ſome in the cells and vaults where their treaſures 
« were depoſited, and ſome carrying away thence what- 
ever they could lay their hands upon.” | 


« But after the earthquakes there burſt forth an ebul- 
e lition from below, which overturned every thing in the 
« city, and in the parts adjacent. After the ebullition 
« there came a ſtrong wind from the Eaſt, which laid 
bare, ſhook, and overthrew every thing from the very 
„ foundation. Then all who were in that quarter were 
« brought forth from every part and hiding place, and 
« caſt into a ſea of black water, to the amount of ſeveral 
“ myriads.” 


« Afterwards, there aroſe | a ſmoke from the whole 
region, as from a great mw and at laſt a thick duſt, 
| « which 
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« which was conveyed by the eaſtern wind to the ſea, 
c and covered it all over. For their treaſures were turned 
<« into duſt, together with all thoſe things which they had 
4c called holy, becauſe in their poſſeſſion. The reaſon 
ce why that duſt covered the ſea was, becauſe ſuch duſt 
« ſignifies damnation. At length there was ſeen as it 
cc were ſomething black flying over the whole tract, 


« which had the appearance of a dragon, a ſign that the 


« whole of that great city, and the whole of that tract 
cc was made a deſert. The reaſon of ſuch appearance 
« was, becauſe by dragons are ſignified the falſes of that 
« religion, and by the place of their abode is fignified a 
cc deſert after its overthrow, as in Jer. ix. &. Some 
« were alſo ſeen to have as it were a millſtone round 
te their left arm, which was repreſentative of their having 
cc confirmed their abominable tenets from the word. For 
« ſuch is the ſignification of a millſtone. Hence it ap- 
<« peared what is ſignified in the Revelation by theſe 
« words, An angel took up a flone like a great miliſtone, 
« and cf it into the ſea, &c. 


““ But they who were of the aſſembly held in the ſame 
« quarter, but nearer the Eaſt, wherein they conſulted 
& about the means of enlarging their dominion, and of 
keeping the people in ignorance, and thence in blind 
4 obedience, - were not caſt into that black ſea, but into a 
« gulph which opened itſelf to a wide extent around 
« them, mh As i reckon 


“In this manner was the laſt judgient oats 
4 on the Babylonians in the Southern quarter.” 
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47. Forms of Prayer, and His Oban: for the Uſe of Unitarian 
Societies, vo. 38. ſewed. 
28. Diſcourſes on Various Subject, viz. On reſigning the Paſtoral 
Office at Leeds—On — Paſtoral Office at Birmingham 
The proper Conſtitution of a Chriſtian Church, with a Preface on the 

reſent State of thoſe who are called rational Diffenters—The Im- 
meg and Extent of Free Enquiry—The Doctrine of Divine In. 
uence on the Human Mind Habitual Devotion—The Duty of 
not living to ourſelyes—The Danger of bad Habits—The Duty of 
i being aſhamed of the 8 in the Croſs of Chriſt- - 
aking the Croſs and following Chriſt— The Evidence of Chriſtianity 

from the Perſecution of Chriſtians, 8yo, 65. in boards. | 
49 A Sermon 


* 


Books written by Dr. Priefiley. 


49. A Sermon on the Slave Trade, preached at Birmingham, 
1788, 18. 


50. Rofeckions on Death. A. Sermon on the Death of the Rev. 


Robert Robinſon of Cambridge, 18. : 

51. A View of Revealed Religion. A Sermon on the Admiſſion 
of the Rev. W. Field, of Warwick, with a Charge by the Rev. Tho. 
Belſham, 18. 6d. ' : 

52 The proper Objects of Education in the preſent State of the 
World, repreſented in a Diſcourſe delivered April 27, 2791, to the 
fupporters of the New College at Hackney, with a Prayer, by the 
Rev. Mr, Belſham, IS, ry, g 

53. A Diſcourſe on occaſion of the death of Dr. Price, delivered 
at Hackney, May 1, with a ſhort ſketch of his life and character, 
and a liſt of his writings, 18. | 

54. A. Diſcourſe on the Evidence of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, 18. 6d. 

55. A Catechiſm for Children and Joung Perſons, 5th Edit, 4d. 

56. A Scripture Catechiſm, Ro of a Series of i 
with References to the Scriptures, i d of Anfwers, 2d Edit. 4d. 

57. Dr. Watts's Hiſtorical Catechiſm, with Alterations, ad Edit. gd. 

58. Confiderations for the Uſe of Young Men, and the Parents of 
Young Men, 2d Edit. 2d. | | | 

59. A Serious Addreſs to Maſters of Families, with Forms of 
Family Prayer, 2d Edit. gd. | 

60. An Appeal to the ſerious and condid Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
on the oa cs viz. 1. The Uſe of Reaſon in Matters of 
Religion. 2. Power of Man to do the Will of God. 3. Original 
Sin. 4. Election and Reprobation. 5. The Divinity of Chriſt ; and 
6. Atonement for Sin by the D of Chriſt, a new Edition; to 
which is added, A Conciſe Hiſtory of thoſe Do&rines; and An 
Account of the Trial of Mr. Elwall, for Hereſy and Blaſphemy, at 
Et. A Fortes Ielleation of of paſſages of Scripture, relating 

61. amiliar tion of certain of Scripture, relati 
to the ſame Subjects, 2d Edit. 6d. 

62. A General View of the Arguments for the Unity of God, and 
againſt the Divinity and Pre- exiſtence of Chrift, from Reaſon, from 
the Scriptures, and from Hiſtory, zd Edit. ad. 

63. A Free Addreſs to Pro t Diſſenters as ſuch. By a Diſſenter. 
A new Edition, enlarged and corrected, 18. 6d. 

64. A Free Addreſs to thoſe who have petitioned for the Repeal of 
the late Act of Parliament in favour of the Roman Catholics, 2d. or 
125. per Hundred to give away. | 

N. B. The laſt Ten Tracts, No. 5 12 64, be had together, in 
boards, 5s, by giving Orders for Dr. Prieſtley's Trafts, 


Alſo publiſhed under the Direction of Dr. Prieſtley. 
THE THEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY, 
Conſiſting of Original Eſſays, Hints, Queries, &c. calculated to pro- 


mote Religious Knowledge, in Six Volumes, 8vo, 11. 198. in boards, 


er 21. 58. bound, 


In One Volume, Royal Quarto, 
With a Head of the Author, engraved by Mr. Blake, 
A New Edition (Price x1. 78. in boards, or 1. 118. 6d. bound) of 7 
* OBSERVATIONS ON MAN; 
His FRAME, his DUTY, and his EXPECTATIONS, 
In Two Parts. 


By DAVID HARTLEY, A. M. 


Too which are now firſt added, 
A Sketch of the Life and Character of the Author. 
Written by his Son, DAVID HARTLEY, Eſq. | 
And Notes and Additions, tranſlated from the German of 
The Rev. H. A. PISTORIUS. | 


ALso, 
A Edition of the ſame Work, in 3 Soba 8vo. with- 


out the Head of the Author, price 188 in boards. The | Fo 


— had alows, ORIENT. 5 


— 


ALso, 
L A His rox v of Doan foes the bet Times 
to the beginning of the preſent Century, b WILEIAM 
EnFIELD, LL. D. 2 vols. 4to. price 21. 28. i in boards. 


IL The ILI AD and Opyssty of Homes, tranſlated 


into Engliſh Blank- Verſe, by W. Cowes, of the Inner 
Temple, Eſq. 2 vols. * hs "128, bd in beards. 


